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Guest Speakers:

Nevada Irrigation District Commissioners

Nancy Weber
Nick Wilcox

Saturday, April 11, 2009

Refreshments at 9:30 a.m. - Program at 10:00 a.m.
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828 West Main
Grass Valley
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Thank you to our members and to the
community for your generous response to the
League’s Annual March Finance Drive. The
March drive is our major finance event for
the upcoming year. With your support we
can continue to meet expenses for the out-
standing work that our local League does so
well. If you have not yet made your contri-
bution, it is never too late to do so. Just send
your check to: Treasurer, 661 Morgan Ranch
Drive, Grass Valley, CA 95945.

The Voter Service Committee has had
a couple of months to rest after their very
busy schedule in 2008. Helen Williamson
and Arlene Robertson are now preparing for
the special May 19 election. The ballot
measures are reported in this month’s Voter.
Please continue to check our website:
Ilwvwnec.org for links to updated information.
Californians will be asked to make difficult
decisions on complex state financial matters.
It is critical that we, as League members,
work hard to “get out the vote” on what ap-
pears to be a lack-luster election.

The League’s Annual Meeting will be
held on May 9. The Annual Meeting is one
of the most important general membership
meetings of the year. This meeting has be-
come an enjoyable social event, as well as an
arena for members to direct the future of their
League. This year we will meet at Peace Lu-
theran Church. Coffee and goodies will be
available at 9:30 to start the day followed by
the morning session of the business meeting.
Lunch and an afternoon program presenting
the Pros and Cons of the May 19 election will
complete the day at approximately 2 p.m.
Please help our Communications Committee
by sending your checks before the stated
deadline of April 30, 2009.

I look forward to seeing you at both
the April 11 general membership meeting and
at our Annual Meeting of May 9.

Ruth Schwartz, President
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Our April Meeting
Water
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During last November’s “Speak Out at the Speak
In”, League members expressed concerns about
Nevada County’s water issues. Some concerns
included: how water is allocated between residen-
tial and agricultural areas, who sets fees and how
they are determined, in what ways does NID
communicate with the Board of Supervisors,
LAFCO and the city and county planning com-
missions about water, and what impact will the re
-opening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine have on
area wells.
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These matters and more will be addressed at our
April 11 meeting with NID Commissioners
Nancy Weber and Nick Wilcox.

A native of Maine, Nancy Weber has been a Ne-
vada County resident for 20 years. She is a regis-
tered nurse, a professional educator, and helped to
found the Fire Safe Council. A member of the
NID board for ten years, Nancy’s focus has been
to help extend waterlines where needed through-
out the NID boundaries, and also to assist NID in
being a consumer-friendly organization.

Nick Wilcox has had over twenty-five years of
direct professional water experience in both the
public and private sectors. He recently retired
from the State Water Resources Control Board
where he worked as a Supervising Environmental
Scientist in the Water Rights Division. He states
that, “Wise planning is essential for meeting the
ever increasing competition between consumptive
and environmental demands on our limited water

supply.”

Please plan to attend this critically important
League meeting on April 11.

Dottie Schmidt
Program Planning Coordinator
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Proposed 2009-2010 LWVWNC Board Members

Officers

President
Vice-President Program
Secretary
Treasurer

Directors

Action/Legislation

Communications
Hospitality
Membership
Observer Corps
Parliamentarian
Public Relations
Program Coordinator
Voter Editor

Voter Service

Webmaster

Ruth Schwartz
Liane Dozier
Karen Schwartz
Sue Nepstead

Polly Bacich

Cleo Gibson
(open)

Linda McVicker
Dottie Schmidt
Edi Silverman
Karen Schwartz
Helen Williamson
Mary Dreifuss
Arlene Robertson
Deborah Sultan
Linda McVicker

Think About It

Why is a person who plays the piano a pianist, but a person who drives a
race car is not called a racist?

Do Lipton Tea employees take coffee breaks?
If lawyers are disbarred and clergymen are defrocked, doesn’t it follow

that electricians can be delighted, musicians can be denoted, cowboys can be deranged,
models can be deposed, tree surgeons can be debarked, and dry cleaners can be depressed?

Don’t you LOVE the English Language?
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AN OPEN LETTER
Dear LWVWNC Vote Counting Veterans:

The LWVWNC has been requested to count
the votes for the election of members to the
Briar Patch Board for the coming year. Hav-
ing learned a lot from last year’s experience, |
requested a meeting with Lew Sitzer, the cur-
rent Board President, to review their plans for
this election. They had learned a lot, also.
The result of our meeting was a detailed plan
developed by their election committee.

These plans include: the Voting Process, Bal-
lot Security, and the Vote-Counting Process.

There are four open seats for the Board in this
election, and there are only four candidates.
Three of the candidates are incumbents with
one new person. There are no controversial
issues involved this time. They anticipate
only half as many actual votes as we dealt
with in the last election. Therefore, it should
take much less time than we spent last year.

The voting will be final on Friday, May 15,
2009. They would like us to do our ballot
checking and counting on Saturday, May 16,
but could adjust to Monday, May 18 if nec-
essary.

They need a reply from us ASAP so they can
publish it in their next newsletter.

Please let me know on which of these above-
mentioned dates you could serve again in this
vital part of our LWV service to the commu-
nity.

Thanks,
Helen Williamson
Voter Service co-Chair

Women of Substance

Facts About Women in the House and the Senate

Here are some facts about women who have served
or are serving in the U.S. Congress

259 women have been elected or appointed to
the U.S. Congress. Jeanette Rankin, Republi-
can from Montana, was the first woman elected
to serve in Congress. On November 9, 1916,
she was elected to the House of Representatives
as Montana’s Representative-at-Large to the
65th Congress; she served from 1917-1919.
There are a record number of women serving in
the 111th Congress: 78 in the House and 18 in
the Senate.
Of the women who have served in the House of
Representatives and Senate, 44 were elected to
fill vacancies caused by their husbands’ deaths.
Seven women have moved from the House to
the Senate.

Famous Facts and Firsts
Edith Nourse Rogers, a Republican from Mas-
sachusetts holds the record for the longest ser-
vice by a woman in the House of Representa-
tives. She served from June 1925 until her
death in September of 1960.
Representative Patsy Mink, a Democrat from
Hawaii, was the first Asian-American woman
elected to Congress in 1965.
Shirley Chisholm, a Democrat from New York,
became the first African-American woman in
Congress when she was elected to the House in
1968.
Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, a Republi-
can from Florida, was first elected in 1989. She
is the first Hispanic woman and first Cuban
American to serve in Congress.
Representative Nydia Velasquez, a Democrat
from New York, was elected in 1992 and be-
came the first Puerto Rican woman to serve in
Congress.
Representative Nancy Pelosi, a Democrat from
California, became the first woman to head a
political party. In November 2002 she replaced
Dick Gephardt of Missouri as House Minority
Leader. In January of 2007 she became the first
woman to be Speaker of the House.

(Source: Infoplease.com—3/17/2009)
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By-Laws—Corrections and Amendments

CORRECTIONS

Page 5 - ARTICLE VII - FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION
Section 4. Eliminate parenthetical notation: (Was Section 5S—previous Section 4 deleted in
1997.)

Page 6 - ARTICLE IX - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 1, c. Eliminate parenthetical notation: (Replace deleted Section Ic¢).
AMENDMENTS
Page 3 - ARTICLE IV - BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Section 13 a., Executive Committee

Composition. The executive committee shall be composed of the president, first and
second vice-president, secretary and treasurer

Change to read:

Composition. The executive committee shall be composed of the president, vice-
president, secretary, and treasurer.

Page 4 - ARTICLE V - OFFICERS

Section 2. The President. The president shall have such powers of supervision and manage-
ment as customarily pertain to the office; shall preside at all meetings of the organization and
the board, or designate another person to do so; shall be, ex officio, a member of all commit-
tees, except the nominating committee; may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes in the ab-
sence of the treasurer, and shall perform such other duties as the board may direct. In the event
of the absence, disability, resignation, or death of the president, the vice presidents, in order of
their rank, shall assume the office. If no vice president is able to serve as president, the board
shall fill the vacancy from among the elected directors. In the event that the office of the presi-
dent has not been filled, the board of directors shall assume the duties of the president in what-
ever manner they shall deem effective.

Change to read:
Section 2. The President. The president shall have such powers of supervision and manage-
ment as customarily pertain to the office; shall preside at all meetings of the organization and
the board, or designate another person to do so; shall be, ex officio, a member of all commit-
tees, except the nominating committee; may sign or endorse checks, drafts and notes in the ab-
sence of the treasurer, and shall perform such other duties as the board may direct. In the event
of the absence, disability, resignation, or death of the president, the vice president shall assume
the office. If the vice president is unable to serve as president, the board shall fill the vacancy
from among the elected directors. In the event that the office of the president has not been
filled, the board of directors shall assume the duties of the president in whatever manner they
shall deem effective.
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By-Laws - Corrections and Amendments (continued)
AMENDMENTS
Page 4 - Article V - Officers

Section 3. The Vice Presidents. One shall serve as membership vice president and one shall
serve as general meeting program vice president. The vice presidents shall perform such duties
as the president shall direct.

Change to read:
Section 3. The Vice President. The vice president shall serve as program vice president® and
also shall perform such duties as the president shall direct.

* LWVWNC by-laws: ARTICLE X - PROGRAM

Section 1. Program. The program of the local League shall consist of issues adopted for study
or action by the national and state conventions, and local issues adopted for study and/or action
by the local League at the annual meeting. The number of proposed studies undertaken shall be

recommended by the board of directors.

Minutes of the March 6, 2009 Board Meeting
-Highlights-

e LWVWNC’s Annual Meeting is scheduled
for May 9 at Peace Lutheran Church.

e The NID Presentation, originally scheduled
for February has been re-scheduled for the
April general membership meeting.

e The whereabouts of the original 1984-85
General Plan study will be addressed at the
Annual Meeting in May.

e An in-depth analysis of May 19 ballot propo-
sitions will be available on line at the LWVC
website.

e By-laws proposed changes will appear in the
April Voter, as will the proposed slate of offi-
cers for the League year 2009-2010.

e A request by our Action/Legislative chair for
an interview with State Senator Sam
Aanestad has not, to date, received any re-
sponse.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schwartz, Secretary

SPRING IS OFFICIALLY
HERE...

... 80, JOIN US on May 9th
for our Annual Meeting!
Yydq
We’ll be celebrating the end of another
productive League year and looking for-
ward to the new one. There’ll be plenty of
good “eats” and plenty of chances to so-
cialize and to exchange good ideas.

See the Reservation Form and Menu on
Page 7 of this issue of The Voter.

THANK YOU !!

The League of Women Voters of Western
Nevada County wishes to thank Bruns-
wick Village Assisted Living Community
for their continued support.
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[ League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County
I i
: Annual Meeting May 9, 2009
‘o‘%
ﬁ% Luncheon Reservation Form
ﬂ% (Please return by April 30)
0‘0
1"% Place

Peace Lutheran Church

848 West Main Street
Grass Valley
Time

Coffee at 9:30 a.m. - Membership Meeting at 10:00 a.m.
Luncheon at 11:30 a.m.

Cost
$12.00 per person

Menu

Turkey and Cheese sandwich on French roll *
(lettuce, tomatoes and onions)

Roast Beef and Cheese sandwich on French roll *
(lettuce, tomato and onions)

Vegetarian sandwich on onion rye roll *
(Zucchini squash, eggplant, cucumbers, carrots, lettuce, tomatoes and caramelized onions)

* mayonnaise, mustard, pickles and pepperoncini peppers on the side

3 All entrees include potato and pasta salad, a beverage and dessert 3

(Catered by Christopher’s Old World Deli and Catering Company)

+  Name Amount enclosed $
\L

%

+ Entrée

%« All reservations must be received by April 30, 2009

Make checks payable to LWVWNC and send to: Treasurer, 661 Morgan Ranch Drive, Grass Valley 95945
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We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals

SPD Markets

735 Zion Street, Nevada Street

(530) 265-4596
http://spdmarket.com/

New Moon Café

203 York Street, Nevada City
(530) 265 6399
www.thenewmooncafe.com

A. Ann Armstrong

Attorney & Counselor-at-Law
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn

(530) 269-1515
(530) 269-2525 (fax)

Quiail Ridge Senior Living
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley

(530) 272-1055

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com

The Book Seller

107 Mill Street, Grass Valley
(530) 272-2131

booksgv(@pacbell.net

Country Copy Print Shop

1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley
(530) 272-4657

BriarPatch Co-op

Natural Foods Community Market
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley

(530) 272-5333
M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p 6 www.briarpatch.coop

The Wooden Spoon

A Toy Store for Cooks
2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley

(530) 272-8980

Mill Street Clothing

Lisa Swarthout
117 Mill Street, Grass Valley

(530) 477-6404

Flour Garden Bakery

11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley
340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn
(530)272-2043 - (530) 477-2253

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p # www.flourgarden.com

Eskaton

Senior Residences & Services
625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax)
www.eskaton.org/index.htm

“Politics is such a torment that I
would advise everyone I love not
to mix with it.”

Thos. Jefferson




