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Congratulations League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County.  You have survived 23 months of 

pre-election rhetoric.  Kudos to the Voter Service Committee headed by Helen Williamson and Arlene 

Robertson and  to all the members of their outstanding committee!  They have presented four candidate 

forums, numerous Pros & Cons presentations, answered many phone queries, visited voting precincts on 

Election Day and observed  the counting of ballots,  and participated in a program at Nevada Union 

High School for government classes.  Western Nevada County residents were given the opportunity to 

become informed voters, and we have received many laudatory comments about our presentations and 

our Pros & Cons literature.  Now our League has earned the right to relax and enjoy the holidays!  I 

hope to see many of you at our December 13 Holiday Party at the home of Karen and Larry Schwartz.  

Dottie Schmidt has been working non-stop to make this party a very special one.  The culinary delights 

will, once again, be in the very capable hands of Laura Keranen and Desmond Gallagher.  Lots of great 

food, socializing and surprises await us.  Mark your calendar and remember to RSVP Dottie by Decem-

ber 4.  

 

The November “Speak Out at the Speak In”  was a tremendous success.  The Program Committee has 

met and has listened to your suggestions.  We plan to have programs in the new year  on the following 

topics: (1) Water—with representatives from the NID; (2) The Initiative Process—is it broken, and what 

can we do about it?; (3) The Electoral College and the Popular Vote -  we will be participating in an  up-

coming study from the LWVUS;  (4) Health Care in California—where do our Legislature and our Gov-

ernor stand on universal health care for our state?  Hasn’t the time come to demand answers? 

 

The  “Speak Out at the Speak In” is a valuable part of League’s program.  Read the report from each of 

our four facilitators elsewhere in this issue.  Thanks to all who participated.  Happy Holidays  and a 

peaceful and prosperous New Year to everyone. 

 

Ruth Schwartz, President 

The  Prez  Sez 

Minutes of the Board Meeting of November 7, 2008  -  Highlights 

 

Treasurer Sue Nepstead presented a detailed report for the period October 1 though Octo-

ber 31, 2008.  Expenditures increased significantly due to Voter Service expenses. 

Linda McVicker, Membership co-chair, distributed samples of a revised draft for our 

Facts for Voters brochure.  The draft was unanimously approved by those present. 

Linda McVicker reported that we gained another member in the past month. 

Helen Williamson, Voter Service chair, reported that issues of inconsistent voting proce-

dures and practices have surfaced since the recent election.  She is following develop-

ments and will continue reporting to the board. 

Dottie Schmidt, Program Coordinator has mailed out invitations for the forthcoming Holi-

day Party. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 
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LWVWNC Holiday Party 

Saturday, December 13, 2008 
1—4 p.m. 

 
At the home of 

Karen and Larry Schwartz 
 

Admission is free 
 

Please join us for hors d’ ’oeuvres, 
desserts, wine, silent auction, 

raffle, socializing and fun. 
 

RSVP by December 4 to: 
Dottie Schmidt 273-7324 

 
 

 

 
Next fall, when you see geese heading south for 

the winter, flying along in V formation, you might consider what sci-

ence has discovered as to why they fly that way: each bird flaps its 

wings, it creates an uplift for the bird immediately following.  By 

flying in V formation, the whole flock adds a 71% greater flying range 

than if each bird flew on its own.  When a goose falls out of forma-

tion, it suddenly feels the drag and resistance of trying to go it 

alone and quickly gets back into formation to take advantage of the 

lifting power of the bird in front. 

 

When the head goose gets tired, it rotates back in the wing and an-

other goose flies point.  Geese honk from behind to encourage those up 

front to keep up their speed. 

 

Finally, and this is important, when a goose gets sick, or is wounded 

by gunshots and falls out of formation, two other geese fall out with 

that goose and follow it down to lend help and protection.  They stay 

with the fallen goose until it is able to fly, or until it dies.  Only 

then do they launch out on their own, or with another formation to 

catch up with their group. 

 

If we have the sense of a goose, we will stand by each other like  
that.                                            

The Goose Story 
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“SPEAK OUT AT THE  SPEAK IN” 

A Report 
 

At the November “Speak Out At The Speak In” meeting the members attending were assigned 

to one of four tables.  Each table was given specific discussion topics.  The following  results 

for each table are listed below. 

 

Table One 
The Election Process—Problems and Solutions 

All Mail Voting: members were split on this issue.  Some citizens want to vote at their polling 

places. 

Currently 76% of voters (45,844 individuals, vote with mail-in ballots according to an article in The 

Union of October 1, 2008.  Voting by mail should save the county thousands of dollars.  According 

to the Elections Department, it costs an average of $14 per vote at a polling place and $7 per vote for 

those who vote by mail. 

The group would not like to see precincts expanded—rather they should be consolidated. 

There should be fewer ballot initiatives.  They are cumbersome and add confusion for the voter.  

However, the initiative process should continue because citizens should be able to get their issues on 

the ballot. 

It is important to urge our legislators to implement legislation for shorter political campaigns. 

The majority of the group felt that it would be better to have federally standardized election laws. 

The group’s preference was for paper ballots rather than electronic balloting even though Califor-

nia’s electronic voting machines have a paper trail. 

 

 

Table Two 
 The Initiative Process 

Historically, the initiative process was instituted in 1911 to wrest control of the state from the Southern 

Pacific Railroad and to curb rampant bribery.  The initiative process made sweeping governmental 

changes possible  Have diversity and a multi-interested population made it obsolete or just in need of an 

overhaul? 

The group felt that the rules are changed for the entire state without regard to local interests. 

Although  the initiative is a useful tool for grass-root efforts, could working with state senators and 

assemblypersons be just as effective? 

Oregon banned paying ballot signature collectors in 2002.  Should California follow suit? 

The way a measure is worded can manipulate the voting public. 

Do initiatives increase or decrease voter turnout? 

Constitutional initiatives should require a 2/3 vote instead of just a majority. 

There should be some limitations placed on the financing of the initiative. 

The recall process needs legal review and legal requirements. 

The Electoral College vs. The Popular Vote 

Under the winner-take-all rule, candidates concentrate on closely divided states, basically ignoring the 

rest of the country’s voters.  Our group decided that we need more information regarding the National 

Popular Vote bill that is circulating around the states’ legislatures and has been adopted by Hawaii, Illi-

nois, New Jersey and Maryland.  How would it work?  Would it put time limits on both campaign fi-

nancing and the length of time to campaign?  We need more information. 

 

 
                       (continued on next page) 
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(continued) 

 

 

Table Three 
Water  

The group expressed concerns about the sources of water for Nevada County, including issues in-

volving the NID, wells, and needs of the cities. 

Another concern had to do with fees  - who sets them and for whom? 

Who determines allocation of water, i.e., the “miner’s inch”, and who  determinations  who is me-

tered? 

What is the relationship of NID to the Board of Supervisors, to LAFCO, to the City and County 

Planning Commissions, to local fire districts, to the watershed, and to the state? 

What is the criteria for balancing the needs of residents, of businesses, and of agriculture? 

What are the water concerns regarding the Idaho/Maryland Mine proposal? 

The group agreed that the next major concern of California and the western United States will be 

water. 

It was recommended that our League invite newly elected NID board member Nick Wilcox 

(supported by Nancy Weber) to speak at a general LWV membership meeting in the near future with 

a focus on the criteria established in League studies of water and energy and how they are being 

used in both long and short term planning. 

Transportation 

Members would like to see improved existing service by creating user-friendly information regard-

ing routes and how to get from bus stops to various destinations. 

A need was expressed for bus stops to provide more adequate parking areas. 

Recommendation: Invite the head of County Transportation to a League meeting to explain how 

decisions are made, how local planning works with regional and state planning for services such as 

Light Rail expansion, Amtrak or Greyhound bus service.  The focus should be on criteria established 

in LWV positions. 

 

 

Table Four 
Borrowing and Bonds 

How much can we afford to borrow?  Presently we are paying off bonds with 6.4% of general fund 

monies.  Perhaps we should consider spending 10% for needed infrastructure and the creation of 

new jobs. 

Taxes: For Whom or  For What? 

Should we consider a progressive state income tax?  Regarding prison reforms, are our prisons filled 

with drug offenders who might be better treated elsewhere?  Is the prison guards’ union too strong? 

Services:  For Whom or For What? 

At the present time Nevada County has no funding for seniors.  Assisted living care is not funded by 

Medicare.  Can people who need this care afford it? 

Who are the working poor?  Are they defined as those making less than $3,000 per month for a fam-

ily of four?   

The working poor and senior services could be subjects for future programs. 

Health Care for All Californians  - Affordable?  Who Pays What and For How Long? 

The Governor has vetoed universal health care legislation twice.  Could California be a model for 

national universal health care if it were enacted?  Although the initiative process is not transparent 

and allows the legislature to obviate its responsibilities, an initiative sponsored by AARP and 

LWVC might be timely and useful. 
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All  About  Christmas 
Father  Christmas 

The figure of Father Christmas (Santa Claus) is based on the patron saint of children, 

Saint Nicholas (270-310 AD), who became one of the youngest bishops ever at age 17.  

At age 30 he became the  Bishop of Myra, a port town on the Mediterranean Sea, that is 

part of modern-day Turkey.  He hailed from a rich home and became well known for sup-

porting the needy.  He would often be seen, clad in red and white bishop’s robes and rid-

ing on a donkey, handing out gifts to children. 

During the Middle Ages, many churches were built in honor of Saint Nicholas.  In the 11th century, his 

remains were enshrined in a church in the Italian city of Bari.  It is told that the first Crusaders visited 

Bari and carried stories about Nicholas to their homelands.  The anniversary of his death, 6 December, 

became a day to exchange gifts. 

During the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century, Martin Luther tried to stop the venerating of 

saints and the feast of Saint Nicholas was abolished in some European countries.  The gift giver took on 

other names.  In Germany, he became Der Weihnachtsmann (“Christmas Man”), Pere Noel in France,  

and Father Christmas in Britain and the colonies. 

Santa Claus in America 

The Dutch, under Peter Stuyvesant, founded New York  -  named New Amsterdam under the Dutch and 

renamed when the British took over the colony  -  and brought with them, the celebrations of Sinterk-

laas, the Dutch name for Saint Nicholas.  Santa Claus is the American pronunciation of Sinter Klaas. 

As early as 1773 “St. A. Claus” was mentioned in the American press.  In 1809, Washington Irving 

wrote about Sinterklaas in his “A History of New York.”  He described Sinterklass as a rotund little man 

in a typical Dutch costume, with knee breeches and a broad-brimmed hat, who traveled on horseback on 

the Eve of Saint Nicholas.  In 1822, Clement Clark Moore, a poet and professor of theology, published 

the poem “A Visit from St. Nicholas” (also known as “The Night Before Christmas”).  Moore’s Santa is 

a jolly old elf who flies around in a miniature sleigh with eight tiny reindeer.  Moore even named the 

reindeer by the names we know them today, and the method by which Santa returns up the chimney. 

In 1931 Haddon Sundbloom presented Santa as a plump human rather than an 

elf, with a jovial face and big beard in a Coca-Cola advertisement. (Coca-Cola 

was a client of Sundbloom’s advertising agency from 1924 until his death in 

1976.)  Today it is Sundbloom’s Santa that slips down the chimneys around the 

world. 

 

 EDITOR’S NOTE: Today there are more than 2,700 languages in the world, 

with more than 7,000 dialects.  Santa speaks all of them fluently!  In addition, 

he speaks a secret elf language. 

In 1885 Thomas Nash, illustrator and caricaturist, sketched two children looking at a 

map of the world and tracing Santa’s journey from the North Pole to the United States.  

The American writer George Webster took up the idea a year later explaining that 

Santa’s toy factory and “his house during the long summer months” was hidden in the 

ice and snow of the North Pole. 
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SPD Markets 
735 Zion Street, Nevada Street 

 

(530) 265-4596 
 

Spdmarket1@yahoo.com 

 

New Moon Café 
203 York Street, Nevada City 

 

(530) 265 6399 e www.thenewmoon.com 

   

A. Ann Armstrong 
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 

 

(530) 269-1515 

(530) 269-2525 (fax)  

 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-1055 
 

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com 

   

The Book Seller 
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-2131 
 

booksgv@pacbell.net 

 

Country Copy Print Shop 
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-4657 

   

BriarPatch Co-op 
Natural Foods Community Market 
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-5333 

M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p ö www.briarpatch.coop 

 

The Wooden Spoon 
A Toy Store for Cooks 

2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 272-8980 

   

Mill Street Clothing  
Lisa Swarthout 

117 Mill Street, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 477-6404 

 

Flour Garden Bakery 
11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley 

340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn 

(530)272-2043 -  (530) 477-2253 

 

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p  e  www.flourgarden.com 

   

Eskaton  
Senior Residences & Services 

625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax) 

www.eskaton.org/index.htm 

 

 
“A free country is one where it is 

safe to be unpopular.” 
 

                                           Adlai Stevenson 

 


