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THE  PREZ  SEZ 

HAPPY 90th BIRTHDAY 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS ! 

 -  February 14, 2010 -   

 
 In August 26, 1920, the 19th Amend-

ment to the U.S. Constitution became law and 

women could vote in the fall elections, in-

cluding the presidential election.  The League 

of Women Voters was founded by Carrie 

Chapman Catt in 1920, six months before the 

19th Amendment was ratified giving women 

the right to vote.  The choices made in 1920  

to neither support nor oppose any political 

party or candidate continues today to ensure 

that the Leagueôs voice is heard above the 

disarray of party politics. 

 The League of Women Voters of 

Western Nevada County was formed as a 

Member-at-Large (MAL) group in 1978.  Six 

years later in 1984 all necessary requirements 

were met and the group was accorded full 

status by National and State Leagues as the 

LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF 

WESTERN NEVADA COUNTY. 

 Todayôs League is proud to be non-

partisan, neither supporting nor opposing 

candidates or political parties at any level of 

government.  However, League members are 

encouraged as citizens, speaking for them-

selves as individuals,  to be political,   to ad-

vocate for  government and social reform leg-

islation  and  for the candidates of their 

choice. 

 Our local Voter Service co-chairs, 

Arlene Robertson and Debbie Sultan, are al-

ready working toward our stated goal of edu- 

cating citizens.  With a primary election 

scheduled for June 1, 2010, plans are moving 

quickly as we prepare for candidate forums, 

Pros & Cons presentations, voter registration 

and special requests to monitor election re-

sults from our community. 

 Now is the time for you, our mem-

bers, to become involved in an amazing jour-

ney.  Call the League number at 265-0956 

and volunteer to be part of the Voter Service 

Team.  This is still the best way to know what  

the sometimes very confusing propositions 

are all about.  As of this printing, there are 

four propositions that have qualified for the 

June ballot.  Reach out and be an activist dur-

ing  this election. 

 

Ruth Schwartz 

President 

l l l l  

IN  REMEMBRANCE  

 

It was with deepest sorrow that our League 

learned of the unexpected death of member 

and supporter Laura Keranen-Gallagher. 

 

A memorial service will be held at 1 p.m. 

Monday, February 15, at the Minerôs Foun-

dry Cultural Center, Nevada City. 

The League of Women Voters of the United 

States  has asked everyone to be involved in 
the census count to the extent they can.  
Please see the Census 2010 information on 

Page 7 of this issue. 
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Hungry -    Homeless  -  HOPE ! 

 

Our February  13 Program 

 
Our winter meetings are focused on learning about resources available for people here in Ne-

vada County.  In January we were inspired by the caring and commitment of those who told of 

the health care services available through their facilities.  Now we turn our attention to some 

who actually provide services for all of us by their direct assistance to those who go hungry and 

to those who have no homes. 

 

Many of us are learning of friends or family members who, through no fault of their own, sud-

denly find themselves in need of food for their families and in need of a place to live while they 

search for a job or must pay off an unexpected debt, cope with health problems and the random 

blows of living in these times of rapid change.  Some of us have friends or family members who 

have struggled for a long time with the variety of reasons that make it difficult for them to find 

food and shelter during these troubled times. 

 

On February 13 we turn our attention to the issues of those who are hungry and/or homeless, 

but who still have hope for their future.  Many of us are now involved in particular efforts to 

help these people, but few of us know the extent of the problems.  Furthermore, we do not know 

of the range of resources currently available  to try to create a safety net for this growing group 

of citizens.  As we  learn of the catastrophic disasters in places such as Haiti and stretch our-

selves to respond, it is easy to overlook or even dismiss the life-numbing needs of children and 

adults on our own doorstep. 

 

A panel of speakers from the Salvation Army, Women of Worth (an arm of the Domestic 

Violence and Sexual Assault Coalition), Hospitality House, and the Nevada County Food 

Bank will be with us to describe the services offered by their organizations.  We will learn how 

they function and how they envision helping our community maintain its reputation as one that 

cares deeply about the welfare of its citizens. 

 

A major goal of the League of Women Voters is to educate ourselves and our communities 

about the difficult issues of the day and about the complexities of providing for people in need.  

By learning about the nature of the problems in our own backyard and how our community re-

sources deal with them, we enlarge our understanding of the issues facing communities every-

where. 

 

So, come with your questions and concerns as we learn together of how the issues of HUN-

GER, HOMELESSNESS, and HOPE are being addressed in Nevada County. 

 

 

Helen Williamson 

Program Planning Coordinator 
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Elizabeth Watson , a private nurse, was asked by a group of doctors to 

operate a hospital for them offering to pay her a salary.  It was  1910, and her re-

ply may have shocked them, ñIôll run it on my own.ò  She then founded the Ne-

vada County Sanatorium on Coyote Street in Nevada City.  Miss Watson and her 

staff treated maimed miners, those suffering from minerôs consumption, workmen 

kicked by horses, burn and auto accident victims, and townsfolk caught in epi-

demics.  Some 3,000 babies were born at the hospital  -  women even traveled 

from other California towns because they heard a baby could be born in a clean 

hospital in safety.  Each new baby was given a silver dollar by Miss Watson.  The 

hospital served the community for 36 years officially closing in 1946. 

 
                                                                     (Photo courtesy of Searls Historical Library�² Text courtesy of Nevada County Gold) 

Health Care in Nevada County 
100  Years  Ago 


