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February 2009 

Our February Program: 

Guest Speakers: 

 

Nevada Irrigation District Commissioners 
 

Nancy Weber 
Nick Wilcox 



February 2009                                       The Voter                                                        Page 2 

THE  PREZ  SEZ 

 As I write this column, the weather out-

side is almost 70 degrees.  It’s a magnificent day 

and the outdoors beckon.  Is this a problem? Yes! 

This is January, not May.  This is supposed to be 

winter, not spring.  Snow pack is dwindling after 

a very promising December  -  storms and water 

are real concerns.  How timely our February 

meeting is!  Plan to attend the February 14  

League program featuring Nancy Weber and 

Nick Wilcox, Nevada County Irrigation Commis-

sioners.  We never lack for thoughtful questions 

at our meetings, and this meeting will be the per-

fect occasion to “ask the experts” from the NID 

Board of Directors. 

 In either April or May, California, once 

again, is scheduled to have a special election.  We 

don’t, as yet, know what initiatives will be on the 

ballot, nor how “voter friendly” they will be.  In 

March, Trudy Shafer, LWVC Senior Director for 

Program, will clarify the initiative process in 

California for our members.  Most agree that 

something must be done.  What that “something” 

is, and what can actually be done, we will learn 

on Saturday, March 14,  from Trudy Shafer. 

 We are justifiably proud of our programs, 

and I ask each of you to become a committee of 

one to let the community know that  our League 

members are ready to ask the hard questions of 

our local experts and ready to engage them in 

lively and substantive discussions. 

 We are also understandably proud of our 

LWVWNC website.  I hope all of you are taking 

advantage of this great communication tool.  

Linda McVicker, our Webmaster, has done an 

amazing job of constantly updating this site, 

keeping it colorful, informative, and, above all, 

user friendly.  The up-to-date link that lists our 

elected officials and how to contact them has be-

come one of our most valuable tools.  Check out 

the “take action” link and become informed about 

the League’s stand on issues—invaluable!  Linda 

has also offered to assist any member who may 

be having difficulties with the site.  You can con-

tact her at  lwvwnc@gmail.com.  Thanks, Linda, 

for your time and effort in making our website 

such a professional endeavor. 

 

Ruth Schwartz, President 

Our February Program 

Water 

During last November’s “Speak Out at the Speak 

In”, League members expressed concerns about 

Nevada County’s water issues.  Some concerns 

included: how water is allocated between residen-

tial and agricultural areas, who sets fees and how 

they are determined, in what ways does NID 

communicate with the Board of Supervisors, 

LAFCO and the city and county planning com-

missions about water, and what impact will the re

-opening of the Idaho-Maryland Mine have on 

area wells. 

 

These matters and more will be addressed at our 

February 14 meeting with NID Commissioners 

Nancy Weber and Nick Wilcox. 

 

A native of Maine, Nancy Weber has been a Ne-

vada County resident for 20 years.  She is a regis-

tered nurse, a professional educator, and helped to 

found the Fire Safe Council.  A member of the 

NID board for ten years, Nancy’s focus has been 

to help extend waterlines where needed through-

out the NID boundaries, and also to assist NID in 

being a consumer-friendly organization. 

 

Nick Wilcox has had over twenty-five years of 

direct professional water experience in both the 

public and private sectors.  He recently retired 

from the State Water Resources Control Board 

where he worked as a Supervising Environmental 

Scientist in the Water Rights Division.  He states 

that, “Wise planning is essential for meeting the 

ever increasing competition between consumptive 

and environmental demands on our limited water 

supply.” 

 

Please plan to attend this critically important 

League meeting on February 14. 

 

Dottie Schmidt, Program Coordinator  
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Janis R. Hirohama, President                                                                            January 3, 2008 

League of Women Voters California 

1107 - 9th St., #300 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear President Hirohama, 

 

At the January Board meeting of the League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

there was a discussion of the current impasse in Sacramento regarding the state budget.  There 

was considerable frustration with the legislature and its failure to resolve its differences.  An 

initiative dispensing with the 2/3 vote was remembered from past elections.  Should such an 

initiative come about, there would clearly be one party or another responsible for the final 

budget.  The important point being the people of California are not being served by the inac-

tions of their legislators. 

 

Members of the League of Western Nevada County would appreciate the League of Women 

Voters being more vocal in calling for resolution that is in the best interest of all California’s 

citizens putting citizen welfare before party loyalty. 

 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Polly Bacich, Action Chair 

League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

National Popular Vote Compact 

 
In 2008, LWVUS updated its position on Selection of the President of the United States.  The position 

now states: 

 

The League of Women Voters of the United States believes that the direct-popular-vote method for 

electing the President and Vice-President is essential to representative government.  The League of 

Women Voters believes, therefore, that the Electoral College should be abolished.  The League also 

supports uniform voting qualifications and procedures for presidential elections.  The League supports 

changes in the presidential election system—from the candidate selection process to the general elec-

tion.  We support efforts to provide voters with sufficient information about candidates and their posi-

tions, public policy issues and the selection process itself.  The League supports action to ensure that the 

media, political parties, candidates, and all levels of government achieve these goals and provide that 

information. 

 

At the 2008 LWVUS Convention, the delegates voted to adopt a new study, “The Advisability of Using 

the National Popular Vote Compact among the States as a Method for Electing the President.” 

 

A background paper on the National Popular Vote Compact, with more background on the LWVUS 

position on Selecting the President has been posted on www.lwv.org.  Go to: For Members, Projects 

and Programs, National Popular Vote Compact.   
                                                                            (reprinted courtesy of the League of Women Voters Diablo Valley) 
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Board Meeting of January 2, 2009 

-Highlights- 

 

President Ruth Schwartz introduced new 

member Leanne Dozier. 

Treasurer Sue Nepstead provided a report 

detailing income and expenditures for the 

period December 1 through December 31, 

2008. 

Membership Chair Linda McVicker re-

ported on the upcoming revision of our 

local publication “Facts for Voters.”  In 

addition she also stated that we now have 

87 members, including 11 National mem-

bers. 

Program Coordinator Dottie Schmidt re-

ported on the February and March Gen-

eral Membership Meeting programs. 

Website Manager Linda McVicker re-

ported that she has added new links to the 

website. 

Dottie Schmidt suggested that Secretary 

Karen Schwartz write congratulatory let-

ters to our recently elected state and na-

tional representative. 

Action Chair Polly Bacich reported that 

there have been no recent action items  

issued at either state or national levels of 

LWV. 

President Ruth Schwartz reminded board 

members that an update of our position on 

the county’s general plan is due  by the 

Annual Meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 

THANK YOU ! 

 

The League of Women Voters of Western 

Nevada County wishes to thank Bruns-

wick Village Assisted Living Community 

for their continued support. 

January Program Recap 

 
Nevada County Clerk-Recorder/Registrar of Vot-

ers Greg Diaz is just shy of two years in the posi-

tion.  This year he and the Elections Office ad-

ministered three major elections—two primaries 

and the historic general election in November that  

brought out almost 88 percent of Nevada 

County’s registered voters—the most ever re-

corded for our county. 

 

Having assumed that we could breathe a sigh of 

relief after the dramatic 2008 elections, it appears 

that a special election will be held in April or 

May, although it’s not certain what initiatives will 

appear on the ballot.  What is certain is that our 

League’s Voter Service team will be gearing up 

for another round of Pros and Cons presentations. 

 

During his presentation Greg discussed a debrief-

ing report that outlined each precinct’s problems 

and how the Field Election Deputies (FEDs) ad-

dressed them.  Problems included replacing inef-

fective or injured inspectors, correcting failing 

voting equipment, replenishing ballots, and an-

swering many questions, all of which kept the 

FEDs busy from early morning to late evening. 

 

Greg noted that his goals have not changed over 

the months he has been in office.  He continues to 

strive for an efficient elections office, expanded 

candidate service, and further involvement of the 

county’s young people in the democratic process. 

 

Dottie Schmidt 

Program Planning Coordinator 

 

More than Valentine’s Day! 

 
When the victory of suffrage was won, Car-
rie Chapman Catt was president of the Na-
tional Women’s Suffrage Association.  She 
was determined that women would use the 
vote and envisioned the League of  
Women Voters to forward this goal.  On 
February 14, 1920, the organization came 
to life with Maud Wood Park, the leading 
suffragist, as president. 
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Were You Born in February? 
“Happy Birthday To You” 

and to these other NOTABLE WOMEN 

February 3  Gertrude Stein (1894) Writer and mentor to the “Lost Generation” of 

    writers in Paris after WWI 

   Elizabeth Blackwell (1821) First certified U.S. woman doctor 

February 4  Rosa Parks (1913) Sparked the Civil Right Movement by refusing to 

    give up her bus seat to a white passenger 

   Betty Friedan (1921) Author -  “The Feminine Mystique” triggered the  

    third wave of feminism in the U.S. 

February 7  Laura Ingalls Wilder (1867) Author -  “Little House on the Prairie” 

February 9  Amy Lowell (1874) Pulitzer Prize winning poet 

   Alice Walker (1944) Pulitzer Prize winning novelist - ”The Color   

    Purple” 

February 15  Susan B. Anthony (1820) Suffragist and leader of the Women’s Rights 

    Movement 

February 17  Kate Greenaway (1846) Author, painter, illustrator 

February 19  Carson McCullers (1917) Author- ”The Member of the Wedding”,  

    “The Heart is a Lonely Hunter” 

February 21  Erma Bombeck (1927) Author, columnist, humorist 

February 22  Edna St. Vincent Millay (1892) Pulitzer Prize winning poet, playwright 

February 23  Fannie Farmer (1857) Culinary expert, author 

February 25  Ida Cox (1896) Jazz pioneer who wrote and sang “Wild Women Don’t 

    Have the Blues” 

   Flannery O’Connor (1925) Novelist and short story writer 

February 27  Chelsea Clinton (1980) First Daughter 1993-2001 

   Marian Anderson (1897) Contralto, humanitarian, winner of the U.N. 

    Peace Prize 

February 28  Mary Lyon (1797) Founder of the first woman’s college, Mt. Holyoke 

    Female Seminary in 1837 

 

Other Important February Dates in  U. S. Women’s History 

 
February 11  Jeanette Rankin became the first woman to address the Montana 

   Legislature.  Her topic was woman’s suffrage (1911). 

February 12  Women gain the vote in Utah Territory (1870). 

February 13  Esther Morris became a Justice of the Peace -first woman to hold that 

   position in the U.S. (1870). 

February 14  The League of Women Voters is founded as “a mighty experiment” at the  

   Victory Convention of the National American Women Suffrage   

   Association in Chicago, Illinois (1920). 

February 15  For the first time female attorneys would be permitted to argue cases  

   before the U.S. Supreme Court (1879). 

February 16  The first issue of Ladies Home Journal was published (1883). 



SPD Markets 
735 Zion Street, Nevada Street 

 

(530) 265-4596 
 

Spdmarket1@yahoo.com 

 

New Moon Café 
203 York Street, Nevada City 

 

(530) 265 6399 e www.thenewmoon.com 

   

A. Ann Armstrong 
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 

 

(530) 269-1515 

(530) 269-2525 (fax)  

 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-1055 
 

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com 

   

The Book Seller 
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-2131 
 

booksgv@pacbell.net 

 

Country Copy Print Shop 
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-4657 

   

BriarPatch Co-op 
Natural Foods Community Market 
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-5333 

M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p ö 

www.briarpatch.coop 

 

The Wooden Spoon 
A Toy Store for Cooks 

2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 272-8980 

   

Mill Street Clothing  
Lisa Swarthout 

117 Mill Street, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 477-6404 

 

Flour Garden Bakery 
11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Val-

ley 

340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn 

(530)272-2043 -  (530) 477-2253 

 

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p  e  www.flourgarden.com 

   

Eskaton  
Senior Residences & Services 

625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax) 

www.eskaton.org/index.htm 

  

We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals: 


