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Annual Meeting MinutesðJune 14, 2008 
Highlights 

 
The meeting was called to order by President Ruth 

Schwartz.  The Rules of the Day were presented 

by Parliamentarian Edi Silverman. 

Treasurer Sue Nepstead presented a detailed re-

view of income and expenses for the 2007-08 

League year up to May 31, 2008.  A substantial 

savings in postage and printing The Voter was 

anticipated by putting the newsletter on line. 

Program Chair Dottie Schmidt reviewed our local 

positions.  A discussion ensued with Polly Bacich 

making a motion not to approve our General Plan 

positions because it was out of date.  She later 

withdrew her motion and moved instead to have 

the position updated.  This motion was passed.  

All other local positions were passed unani-

mously. 

Membership Chair Linda McVicker reported  that 

we currently have 91 members.  She has also as-

sumed the responsibility for administering our 

website. 

Voter Service co-Chair Arlene Robertson reported 

on the many activities and programs organized by 

Voter Service. These included four well-attended 

Candidatesô Forums,  several Pros & Cons presen-

tations, voter registration efforts, and the monitor-

ing of election processes by invitation from local 

public agencies and private groups. 

President Schwartz reviewed the past yearôs gen-

eral membership meetings and acknowledged the 

role of Dottie Schmidt in putting these programs 

together. 

Nominating Chair Jackie Wilson presented the 

proposed slate of officers for 2008-2009.  The 

slate was unanimously approved. 

President Schwartz invited direction from mem-

bers to the new board.  Some suggestions were: a 

review of  the advantages and disadvantages of 

the initiative process; a closer look at Nevada 

Countyôs general plan, voter identification issues  

including the status of the Real ID Act; the status 

of senior services in the County; a review of the 

role of the Electoral College; the future of Social 

Security, and the status of healthcare legislation at 

state and national levels. 

Following lunch, President Schwartz led a heart-

felt tribute to past-president and longtime member 

Edi Silverman for  her outstanding leadership and 

contributions to our League.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 1:44 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 

THE PREZ SEZ 
Welcome  to the 2008-2009 League year!  This 

will be the   year of featured ñfirstsò Most of you 

are reading this on-line issue of The Voter for the 

first time.  The first  meeting of the League year 

in September will be  an enlightening discussion 

about party platforms on immigration which will 

focus on the question:  ñWhat  do we do  about 

the 12 million or more undocumented immigrants 

already here?ò.  Our December holiday party will 

have a new look for the first  time in several 

years.   Programs will have a different format for 

the first  time.  A committee will meet monthly to 

discuss and recommend upcoming programs, and 

Dottie Schmidt will be the Program Coordinator.  

We will be updating you on other firsts as the 

year progresses. 

 

Members will soon be receiving their renewal 

letters in the mail.  Please refer to the Member-

ship article  in this issue of The Voter.  Did you 

know that our per member payment (PMP) to the 

LWVC has increased from $21 to $22, and that 

our PMP to LWVUS has also gone up from 

$26.80 to $28?   We are required to carry liability 

insurance that is billed per member, and this will 

be approximately $2.80 this year. 

 

The total amount of our per member payment to 

State and National Leagues is now $52.80.  Our 

Board has voted not to raise our current $50 dues. 

So, why, you might ask, should we join our local 

League if each membership is costing our treas-

ury an extra $2.80  per member?  We feel the an-

swer to this question is simply that without the 

National and State Leagues we could not possibly 

fulfill our stated mission. The fact is that  the 

State and National Leagues promote our policies, 

study ballot measures, keep us informed on action 

alerts so that we may contact our elected repre-

sentatives when it is crucial to do so.  They also 

assist us in promoting positive solutions to public 

policy issues through education and advocacy. 

 

Our local League depends on you.  Please  join us 

again this coming year which  promises to be an 

exciting and eventful one -   we need you with us! 

 

Ruth Schwartz 

President 
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Our September 13 program will feature Bill Neu-

harth, Chairman of the Nevada County Republi-

can Central Committee and Margee Joehnk, Ne-

vada County Democratic Central Committee 

member. 

 

Our guests will discuss their respective Party 

Platformsô Positions on Immigration. More 

information on this exciting and provocative pro-

gram will be headlined in next monthôs issue of 

The Voter.  You wonôt want to miss this!  Tell a 

friend! 

Membership Renewal Time is HERE! 

 
You know the Leagueôs Mission Statement: ñThe 

League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political 

organization, encourages informed and active 

participation in government, works to increase 

understanding of major policy issues, and influ-

ences public policy through education and advo-

cacy.ò 

 

You understand what this means, AND you also 

understand that we could not fulfill our mission 

without your continued support. 

 

Now is the time to renew your commitment to 

these principles.  Please return your Renewal 

Card by September 1, 2008, with current infor-

mation and check made payable to LWVWNC in 

the envelope provided. Renewal letters have been 

mailed out; let us know if you donôt receive 

yours. The dues remain the same at $50 for an 

individual and $25 for each additional household 

member.  Membership dues are not deductible. 

 

Our obligation to State and National Leagues has 

increased, but with careful budgeting it was not 

necessary to pass this increase along to our mem-

bership. Maintaining our current membership is 

vital to us.  We need you with us this year! 

 

Linda McVicker, Membership chair 

Harry  S. Truman, American 

When President Truman retired from office 

in 1952, his income was substantially a 

United States Army pension, reported to have 

been $13,507.72 a year.  Congress, noting he 

was paying for stamps and personally licking 

them, granted him an ñallowanceò and, later, 

a retroactive pension of $25,000 per year. 

 

When offered corporate positions at large 

salaries, he declined, stating, ñYou donôt 

want me.  You want the office of the presi-

dent, and that doesnôt belong to me.  It be-

longs to the American people, and itôs not for 

sale.ò  Even later, on May 6, 1971, when 

Congress was preparing to award him the 

Medal of Honor on his 87th birthday, he re-

fused to accept it, writing, ñI donôt consider 

that I have done anything which should be 

the reason for any award, Congressional or 

otherwise.ò 

 

We now see others who have found a new 

level of success in cashing in on the presi-

dency, resulting in untold wealth.  Today, 

many in Congress also become wealthy while 

enjoying the fruits of their offices.  Political 

offices are now often for  sale. 

 

Good old Harry made the following observa-

tion, ñMy choice early in life was either to be 

a piano player in a whorehouse or a politi-

cian.  And, to tell the truth, thereôs hardly any 

difference.  I, for one, believe the piano 

player job to be much more honorable.ò 

 
ñI never did give anybody hell.  I just told the 

truth, and they thought it was hell.ò  H.S.T. 
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THE INITIATIVE PROCESS  
Steps in the Initiative Process 

 
Proponents write the text of the proposed law. 

 

The draft is submitted to the Attorney General along with $200.  The money is refunded if the measure quali-

fies for the ballot; otherwise it is placed in the stateôs general fund. 

 

The Attorney General prepares a title and official summary. 

 

The Attorney General sends the summary to proponents, the Senate, the Assembly and the Secretary of State.  

The Legislature may conduct public hearings on it, but cannot amend it. 

 

Calendar deadlines are calculated from the date the summary is sent to the proponents (the official summary 

date). 

 

Petitions must have the official summary on each signature page. 

 

Circulation of petitions can only begin on the official summary date.  Completed, signed petitions must be 

filed no later than 150 days from the official summary date.  Each initiative will be placed on the next state-

wide general or special election ballot that occurs 131 days after the petition qualifies. 

 

Number of signatures required: 

 1. Initiative statute: five percent of the votes cast for all candidates who ran for governor in the 

                 last election.  The number of signatures required to qualify for this ballot is 373,816.    

 2. Initiative constitutional amendment: eight percent of the votes cast for all candidates who 

                 ran for governor in the last election.  The number required to qualify for this ballot was 

     598,105. 

 

Signers may withdraw their names by filing a written request. 

 

Petitions must be filed in the county in which they were circulated. 

 

If the state total based on random sampling is more than 110 percent of the required number of  signatures, the 

Secretary of State certifies the initiative as qualified for the ballot.  If the random sampling total is between 95 

and 110 percent of the required number, a full count of all of the signatures is required. 

 

When the initiative measure qualifies, it is sent to the Legislature.  It is assigned to the appropriate committees, 

which then hold joint public hearings on the subject at least 30 days before the election.  The Legislature has 

no authority to alter the measure or prevent it from going on the ballot. 

 

Under the Political Reform Act of 1974, committees supporting or opposing an initiative must file campaign 

disclosure statements if they have made or received contributions or made expenditures. 

 

Proponents and opponents may submit arguments for inclusion in the ballot pamphlets. 

 

An initiative measure approved by majority vote takes effect the day after the election unless it specifies other-

wise.  If provisions of two or more measures approved at the same election conflict, those of the measure re-

ceiving the highest affirmative vote prevail.  The Legislature may amend or repeal initiative statutes by an-

other statute that becomes effective only when approved by voters, unless the initiative statute permits amend-

ment or repeal without their approval. 

 

(Adapted from the LWV California 1998 Initiative and Referendum study kit, pages 9 and 10.)      

 

For a detailed description of the initiative process, go to the California Secretary of Stateôs website. 



Holiday Party Donors 

Back Porch Market 

The Book Seller 

BriarPatch Community Market  

Broad Street Furnishings 

Café Mekka 

Carolineôs Coffee Roasters 

Cirinoôs Italian Restaurant 

Club Sierra 

Country Rose Cafe 

Foothill Flowers 

Holbrooke Hotel 

J.J. Jacksonôs 

Joanneôs Salon de Beaute 

     Linda Lou Sanders 

     May Williams  

Mountain Pastimes 

My Cup of Tea 

New Moon Café 

Plaza Tire and Auto Service 

Quay Hair Salon 

Raleyôs Supermarket 

Sierra Plumbing Supply Co. 

SPD Market 

Stonehouse Restaurant 

South Yuba Club 

Summer Thymes Bakery & Deli 

Tanglewood Forest 

The Wooden Spoon 

Ann Armstrong,  

      Attorney-at-Law 

The Book Seller 

BriarPatch Community  

     Market  

Country Copy Print Shop 

Eskaton Village, Grass Valley 

Flour Garden Bakery 

Mill Street Clothing Co. 

New Moon Café 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 

SPD Market 

Stucki Jewelers, Inc. 

The Wooden Spoon  

Betty Barrows 

Sharon Boivin 

Brunswick Village Assisted 

     Living Community  

Elizabeth Eaton 

Marion Fechner 

The Hon. and Mrs. Frank  

     Francis 

Joan Frazier 

Joan and Lance Goddard 

Fred Hargesheimer 

Custis Haynes 

Aileen James 

Stan and Donna Levin 

Helen Stransky 

Voter Ad Contributors  

Supporters 

Members 

Polly Bacich 

Jeanette Bear 

Simone Becker 

Louise Beesley 

Eunis Benecke 

Barbara Brown 

Patricia Chargin 

Anne DeWitt 

Olivia Diaz 

Glennis Dole 

Mary Dreifuss 

Marcy Elliott  

Cindy Ellsmore 

Marian Gallaher  

Michael Gray 

Ellen Fietz Hall 

Josephine Harding 

Linda Hartman  

Gail Headstrom and Frank Fish 

Madelyn Helling 

Nancy Hill 

Lita Holleman 

Jan and Larry Kaufman  

Laura Keranen and 

     Desmond Gallagher 

Elizabeth McKenzie 

Linda McVicker and  

     Larry Lundervold  

Janet Micalizio 

Mala Morrow  

Stephen Munkelt 

Sue Nepstead 

Susan Norrell 

Sally Pansegrouw 

Gail Parle 

Leal Portis 

Arlene Robertson 

Dottie Schmidt 

Ruth and Richard Schwartz 

Jerry Sharp 

Edi and Al Silverman 

Mary Tucker  

Judy and John van der Veen 

Vicki Warner  

Pat Werner 

Sue Wille 

Helen Williamson 

Jackie Wilson 

Susan Wilson 

Anne E. Wright 

Mary  Zotalis  
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Thank You  
for your  
support  

this  
past year  
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League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

2008-2009 Proposed Budget 
 

Income 

1. Dues: 

 71 Members @ $50 each  -  $3,550       

 12 Household Members @ $25 each  -  $300                                                          $3,850 

2. Fundraisers and Contributions: 

 LWVWNC March Finance Drive Contributions  -  $1,025    

 LWVWNC General Contributions  -  $600       1,625 

 Education Fund March Finance Drive Contributions  -  $1,400    

 Education Fund General Contributions  -  $100                                                        1,500 

 Book Sales at General Meetings                                                                                     60 

3. Special Events: 

 Holiday Party (ticket sales, book sales, raffle)                                                             400 

 Salad and Soup Luncheons                                                                                             60  

4. Annual Meeting Luncheon                                                                                                   450 

5. The Voter Ad Supporters                                                                                                      650 

6. Certificate of Deposit interest earned                                                                                   150 

 

Total Income                                                                                                                         $8,755 

 

 

Expenses 

1. Operating Expense: 

 General Meeting Room  -  $850 

 P.O. Box Fee  -  $70 

 Telephone  -  $230 

 Liability Insurance  -  $260 

 California State Domestic Non-Profit Corp. Fee  -  $20   1,430 

2. Board and Officersô Expenses          400 

3. Membership: 

 Membership Drive  -  $70 

 Membership Directory  - $150                      220 

4. March Finance Drive           100 

5. Delegates, Travel, Conventions                          0 

6. Meetings: 

 Hospitality at General Meetings  -  $140 

 Annual Meeting Luncheon  -  $450         590 

7. LWVUS Per Member Payment ($28 per member, $14 per household member) 2,121* 

8. LWVC Per Member Payment ($22 per member, $11 per household member)              1,694 

9. The Voter Newsletter: 

 Printing Fees and Postage  -  $300 

 Supplies  -  $200           500 

10. Action                             0 

11. Studies                         100 

12. Voter Service: 

 Pros & Cons and Forums  -  $1,200 

 NCTV Membership Fee  -  $100       1,300 

13. Holiday Party                         200 

14. Website                          100 

 

Total Expenses                       $8,755 

 

 

*LWVUS subtracted $5 from the total Per Member Payment for each of our National members.  We had seven 

National members at the time the LWVUS figured our membership count for 2008-2009.  Thus, $35 was sub-

tracted from the original LWVUS PMP of $2,156.       
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Gerrymandering  vs.  Proposition 11 

GERRYMANDERING  - An arrow straight to the heart of the democratic system. 
The controversy over partisan redistricting, or gerrymandering, is as old as the Republic.  The 

term ñgerrymanderò comes from Governor Gerry of Massachusetts who created an election dis-

trict so long and misshapen that it looked like a salamanderðhence the name ñGerry-manderò.  

Today in some states incumbents of both parties get together to protect themselves from real 

elections.  In other states, one party or another draws the districts so they will have many more 

seats than they would be entitled to if fair lines were drawn.  In either case, the people are 

locked out.  Decisions are not made by the electorate, but by politicians manipulating the elec-

torate. 

 

In 2006 the League of Women Voters targeted the need for redistricting reform by espousing 

four basic principles: 

  1.  Support the bedrock constitutional guarantee of one person, one vote. 

  2.  The redistricting process should promote full political participation by 

       minority voters.  

  3.  The redistricting process should be transparent and open to public 

       participation. 

  4.  Oppose partisan gerrymandering because it subverts our democratic system. 

Representative democracy depends on the voters freely choosing their representatives 

rather than the politicians choosing their voters. 

 

Under current law, California legislators draw their own political districts.  Nine-nine percent 

(99%) of incumbent politicians were elected in the districts they had drawn in the last election.  

In the one before that, 100% of the incumbents were reelected.  Two examples are the voters in 

communities like Koreatown in Los Angeles and La Jolla in San Diego.  Voters of these coher-

ent communities have no voice because they have been split into as many as four different dis-

tricts to protect incumbent legislators. 

 

PROPOSITION 11 -  Redistricting Constitutional Amendment and Statute 

This is a carefully constructed proposition that will be on our November ballot.  It creates a 

fourteen (14) member commission responsible for drawing new district lines for State Senate, 

Assembly, and Board of Equalization districts.  Many safeguards are incorporated to insure the 

integrity and transparency of the process.  Look for the details on our lwvwnc.org  website and 

on the links where you can read the full text and the reasons the League of Women Voters has 

chosen to support this initiative. Proposition 11 cuts through to one of the essential elements of 

restoring a basic right of citizens in the United States of America. 

 

Helen Williamson, Voter Service co-Chair 
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