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CALIFORNIA’S INITIATIVE PROCESS
Success or Failure?

Don 't sign it?

- v

Be Careful What
>ou wish For___
ou Just Might
Get 111N

Guest Speakers:

Trudy Schafer
Senior Program Director, League of Women Voters of California
Tim Hodson
Executive Director, Center for California Studies CSU Sacramento

Saturday, March 14, 2009

Refreshments at 9:30 a.m. - Program at 10:00 a.m.

Peace Lutheran Church
828 West Main
Grass Valley.
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What ' s going on? This i s ~a stion we
every day as we go about our lives. We need in- TRANSLATION:

formation in order to make decisions about what
we should do and how we plan our lives. When
we are trying to decipher what government is do-
ing, what it should do, and how we should vote,
accurate information is absolutely crucial. Cali-
fornia led the way when Proposition 59 was
added to our State Constitution.

Passed in 2004, Proposition 59 provides the right
of public access to the meetings of governmental
bodies and to the writings of government offi-
cials. It preserves constitutional rights including
rights of privacy, due process, and equal protec-
tion under the | aw.
about government secrecy and threats to civil lib-
erties, the statement Californians made with
Proposition 59 is a significant one. Join the
LWVWNC in celebrating the third week of
March - SUNSHINE WEEK !

Very soon you will receive a letter informing you
of our League’s Annu
member of the League, you have already demon-
strated your commitment to the principles and
mission of the League. We hope you will con-
tinue to show your support by making a contribu-
tion. Our ability to serve our community and to
educate and inform our citizens depends on the
generosity of our members and our supporters.
We depend on you! Thank you.

Ruth Schwartz, President

: studying this coming League year. Got any ideas for a !

Times change and we change with them

a lpyt ifinike@nintb&s.

You might have noticed that many organizations,
groups, clubs, etc., have discontinued printing pub-
lications and have instead relied on the ever ex-
panding internet. Various branches of the League
of Women Voters publish several documents exclu-
sively on-line now. Our League of Women Voters
of Western Nevada County was one of the first to
publish The Voter on-line. The benefits of this con-
temporary option are mainly environmental and
economical, plus we can now reach a broader audi-
ence.

n | ight of today’ s
In years past we have printed an informational bro-
chure, Facts for Voters. This brochure, listing gov-
ermnment contacts and voting registration informa-
tion, was distributed at meetings, libraries, schools
and the Chambers of Commerce. Because of the
increased availability of computers and other inter-

net-access devices, we will still print this brochure,
Drive. As

Furthermore, websites allow us to incorporate all
that information in a more current manner. Some
helpful sites are our website (Iwvwnc.org), the Ne-
vada County Elections Office (http://
new.mynevadacounty.com/elections/), and the Cali-
fornia Secretary of State (http://www.sos.ca.gov/).

Linda McVicker
Webmaster

THANK YOU !!

ask

concern

1
1 H H
i The League of Women Voters of Western:
i local study? We need ideas to present to the member- ! i g . oo
; ship at our Annual Meeting in May. Speak up! 1 iNevada County wishes to thank Brunsw1ck§
. 1 i{Village Assisted Living Community for their :
!

1

1

1 :
i Call or e-mail President Ruth Schwartz : continued support.

1478-0342 or e-mail: schwartz11390@sbcglobal.net
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Womends History Month 2009
Celebrating the Passage of The Lilly Ledbetter Fair Play A ct

Ell On January 29, 2009, President Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Play Act

"ei nto |l aw saying that he would “send a ¢
'wor k means making sure it works for eve

against her, Congress approved the | egis

4 in this kind of case, relaxing the statute of limitations.

President Obama, surrounded by a group of lawmakers, most but not all of them Democrats, in the East
Room of the White House, affixed his signature to this legislation named for an Alabama woman who at
the end of a 19-year career as a supervisor in a tire factory complained that she had been paid less than
the men.

“1t is fitting t hat—thelilly hedbéttér Bair Rlag scty—wd ate npBotdingloie | | I si
of this nation’s first principles: that we are al
own version of happiness,” the President said. H e
Ledbetter but in honor of his own grandmother, !
cause, “ I want them to grow up in a nation that

their dr eams.

Womenbés Earnings as @a Perce
1951-2007
(for year-round, full-time work)

Now 70, Ms. Ledbetter discovered when she was
nearing retirement that her male colleagues were
earning much more than she was. A jury found
her employer, the Goodyear Tire and Rubber

. ) 'Year Percent [Year Percent | Year |Percent

Company plant in Gadsden, Alabama, guilty of
pay discrimination. But in a 5-4 decision, the [1951 63.9% |1970 594 1989 68.7
Supreme Court threw out the case, ruling that she  [1952 639 [1971 595 11990 71.6
should have filed her suit within 180 days of the
date that Goodyear first paid her less than her 1953 639 1972 379|191 69.9
peers. 1954 63.9 (1973 56.6 (1992 70.8
Congress tried to pass a law that would have ef- 1955 639 1974 88 1993 s
fectively overturned the decision while President  [1956 633 (1975 588 (1994 72.0
George W. Bush was still in office, but the White  [{957 638 1976 602 |1995 714
House opposed the bill; opponents contended it

1958 63.0 11977 58.9 1996 73.8

would encourage lawsuits and argued that em-
ployees could delay filing their claims in the hope  [1959 613 (1978 594 (1997 74.2
of reaping bigger rewards. But the new Congress

passed the bill, which restarts the six-month clock 1960 607 |1979 597 |1998 732
every time the worker receives a paycheck. 1961 59.2 1980 60.2 1999 722
o

The President closed 1?/62359\}%)11931 «F _2030i373.30n|y t he
beginning. I know that if we stay focused as Lilly ~ [1963 589 1982 61.7 2001 76.3
dd—and keep standing f Qogg WKEAT [jogg 1 l606NP002z f 566 4i | |y
did—we will close that pay gap and we will make

1965 59.9 11984 63.7 2003 75.5

sure that our daughters have the same rights, the
same chances, and the same freedoms to pursue  [1966 57.6 (1985 64.6 [2004 76.6
their dreams as our sons.

1967 57.8 (1986 64.3 [2005 77.0
So, thank you, Lilly L& b 6382 q1p87 " | 652 2006 76.9

(Table of Earnings source: [1069sS.| 389 nmt988 s | ©6.0 2800 anH8t|he
National Committee on Pay Equity)
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LWVWNC Board Meeting
February 9, 2009—Highlights

e LWVC has filed an amicus brief with the
California Supreme Court supporting the le-
gal challenge against Proposition 8.

e LWVC has decided to no longer distribute
Pros and Cons. They will continue to publish
Easy Voter material and encourage use of
other resources such as the Secretary of
State’s website.

e Voter Service co-Chair Helen Williamson is
home following major surgery.

e The board unanimously approved motions to
rescind January’s
copies of the Facts for Voters brochure and,
instead, to print 200 copies of said brochure
in black and white for distribution to various
community entities.

e The Nominating Committee has been con-
tacting members regarding possible board
positions in 2009-2010.

¢ We now have 87 members, including 10 na-
tional members.

e The By-Laws Committee met last month.
Amended changes to the by-laws were dis-
tributed to board members. These changes
will be published in the April Voter and will
be voted on by the membership at the Annual
Meeting in May.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schwartz, Secretary

Mark Your Calendars !

May 9, 2009

LWVWNC ANNUAL MEETING

and catered luncheon

More information in the April
issue of The Voter

Our March Program

CALI FORNI A8S I NI TI

During every election voters are faced with a
myriad of ballot initiatives to sort through, to un-
derstand, and, we
sions when marking their ballots.

There is growing concern over poorly written and
confusing initiatives. Some citizens fear that
money and special interests wield too much
power and that the legislature is not doing the job
it is elected to do.

d e cAs auf gyept spgaksrs thisrmonghy we areplgaged

to have Trudy Schafer, Senior Director for Pro-
gram of the League of Women Voters of Califor-
nia and Tim Hodson, Executive Director of the
Center for California Studies at California State
University Sacramento.

Trudy Schafer has been a League member since
1978. She has served as president of the Sacra-
mento League and was Legislation Director on
the League’s state
staff lobbyist. As Program Director she is an
advocate for League priorities at the Capitol. She
is currently a
Stakeholders Advisory Committee. She has a
B.A. from Northwestern and a Ph.D. in physical
chemistry from the University of Chicago.

Tim Hodson has been a key staffer at the State
Senate, and in January 2007 he was appointed by
Governor Schwarzenegger to a four-year term on
the state Fair Political Practices Commission. He
holds a B.A. from CSU Fullerton and an M.A.
and Ph.D. in Political Science from UC Santa
Barbara. He is a Professor in the Departments of
Government and Public Policy and Administra-
tion at CSU Sacramento.

Please plan to join us on Saturday, March 14
when you can voice your opinions on the success
or failure of Cal

Dottie Schmidt
Program Coordinator
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89 Year s
é and Stil

W Going Strong ! W

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

On February 13, 2009, the League of Women Voters commemorated our 89th birthday—and
we'  ve got a | ot to be proud of.

There is no other national organization in America that inspires such a great degree of commit-

ment from its members. Here’' s a quick peek
why the League’s trusted | egacy and grassroot
parent government, all these years later.

S We celebrate this year with a strong commitment to build on the civic energy generated
during the 2008 election season and continue our legacy of fostering meaningful citizen partici-
pation.

S We are so proud that in nearly 850 communities nationwide, the League remains THE
trusted place for citizens to discuss the issues, ask the difficult questions, and demand account-
ability from their government.

S The League is a leader in transparency—from our work in the 1950s to uncover Senator
Joseph McCarthy’'s abuse of congressional i nv
President Obama to make openness in government a priority, the League is working to make

the federal government more accessible to American citizens.

s The League celebrates our work promoting equal voting rights, having been at the forefront
of the struggle to pass the Voting Rights Act Amendments of 1982, winning passage of the Na-
tional Voter Registration Act of 1993, and, more recently, working to enact the Help America
Vote Act of 2002, and ensuring full wvoting ri

S Our connection with communities is helping us expand our work on issues that impact
Americans and the world, such as climate change and health care.

The League of Women Voters truly has left its footprint on American history, and our democ-
racy is stronger because of it. We look forward to continuing to strengthen our representative
democracy for years to come.

Thanks to all our members, past and present, for their continued support of the League and for
making our 89th birthday so special.
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League of Women Voters of California®

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
January 15, 2009

Contact: Elizabeth Leslie, 916 -442 -7215, eleslie@lwvc.org
Erik Cummins, 415 -983 -1286, erik.cummins@pillsburylaw.com

League of Women Voters Files Amicus Brief Opposing Proposition 8

SACRAMENTO, CA & The League of Women Voters of California filed an amicus brief with the
California Supreme Court today supporting the legal challenge against Proposition 8.

Proposition 8 amends the California Constitution to provide that only marriage between a
man and a woman is valid or recognized in California. The legal challenge to Proposition 8,
which passed on November 4, 2008, seeks to invalidate the proposition. Among those spear-
heading the challenge are the City and County of San Francisco, the County of Santa Clara,
the City of Los Angeles, the County of Los Angeles, and numerous individual Californians.

LWVC President Janis R. Hirohama said: 0The League bel
tutional and should be invalidated. It sets a dangerous precedent by singling out a particular

group and depriving that group of a fundamental right. In doing so it threatens the rights of

us all . o

The League®6s amicus brief argues that Proposition 8 is
Constitution because it violates the overriding, fundamental constitutional principles of pro-

tection of equality and human dignity. The League also argues that Proposition 8 does not ap-

ply retroactively to invalidate same  -sex marriages that took place before the measure took ef-

fect, because there is no clear indication of voter intent that it apply retroactively.

The LWVC has long opposed measures that threaten individual rights, including Proposition

22 in 2000, which also |Iimited marriage to only being
pose Proposition 8 because we believe in protecting individual rights and no person or group
should suffer | egal di scrimination, 6 said Hirohama.

The law firm of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP provided pro bono representation to the
League in the filing of the amicus brief.

HH#

Founded in 1920, the League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization
that encourages informed and active participation in the democratic process and influ-
ences public policy through education and advocacy. It does not support or oppose any
political party or candidate.



We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals:

SPD Markets

735 Zion Street, Nevada Street
(530) 265-4596

Spdmarketl@yahoo.com

New Moon Café
203 York Street, Nevada City

(530) 265 6399 # www.thenewmoon.com

A. Ann Armstrong

Attorney & Counselosat-Law
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn

(530) 269-1515
(530) 269-2525 (fax)

Quail Ridge Senior Living
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley

(530) 272-1055

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com

The Book Seller

107 Mill Street, Grass Valley
(530) 272-2131

booksgv@pacbell.net

Country Copy Print Shop

1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley
(530) 272-4657

BriarPatch Cepp

Natural Foods Community Market
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley

(530) 272-5333
M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p 6
www.briarpatch.coop

The Wooden Spoon

A Toy Store for Cooks
2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley

(530) 272-8980

Mill Street Clothing

Lisa Swarthout
117 Mill Street, Grass Valley

(530) 477-6404

Flour Garden Bakery

11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Val-
ley
340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn
(530)272-2043 - (530) 477-2253

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p # www.flourgarden.com

Eskaton

Senior Residences & Service!
625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax)
www.eskaton.org/index.htm
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