
The Voter 
  The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

Saturday, May 9, 2009 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Refreshments at 9:30 a.m.—Program at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

828 West Main 

Grass Valley 

May 2009 

LWVWNC 

Annual Meeting 
 

May 9, 2009 

No, HE won’t be with us, but we hope YOU will! 
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The  Prez  Sez 

The Annual Meeting is one of the most important 

general membership meetings of the year.  It 

gives members an opportunity to direct the future 

of our League.  This year’s Annual Meeting will 

be held on May 9, 2009 at Peace Lutheran 

Church.  We shall enjoy the early coffee break 

starting at 9:30 a.m., followed by the general 

meeting from 10:00 a.m. to approximately 2 p.m.  

The members will have an opportunity to: 

review and vote on the bylaws amendments 

and corrections   of our League, to 

elect the leadership team for the coming year, 

and to 

offer suggestions that reflect their interests in 

our League programs for the 2009-2010 year. 

 

Program  -  The Voter Service Committee will 

present the Pros & Cons of the ballot measures  

of the May 19 Special Election.  This is an ex-

tremely important election with six very confus-

ing propositions to be approved or rejected by the 

voters. 

 

This is, of course, an enjoyable social event as 

well as a business meeting.  A catered lunch by 

Christopher’s Deli and Catering Company plus 

delicious desserts furnished by the gourmet bak-

ers of our own League. A very special  musical 

treat is in store for us  - Trio Dolce   (violin, viola 

and cello) will favor us with melodious selections 

while we eat and socialize 

. 

And, make sure that you send in your reservation 

for this important occasion by April 30.  Mail  

your entrée choice and your check for $12 to:  

Treasurer, 661 Morgan Ranch Drive, Grass Val-

ley, Ca 95945. 

 

Also,  in closing, I want to direct your attention to 

Pages 4 and 5 of this issue of The Voter.  There 

you will find a synopsis of the six Special Elec-

tion ballot measures and the LWVC’s positions 

on these measures.  Be sure that you have ade-

quate information before you mail in your ballot. 

 

I look forward to seeing you at our Annual Meet-

ing on May 9. 

 

Ruth Schwartz, President 

 

APRIL MEETING RECAP 

~WATER~ 
 

 NID  Commissioners Nancy Weber and 

Nick Wilcox gave a most enlightening presenta-

tion of Nevada County’s water history. 

 NID was formed in 1921 by a large ma-

jority of voters who wanted to bring water from 

the mountains to the dry agricultural areas of 

Western Nevada County.  The original district 

boundaries included over 200,000 acres.  This 

was increased by over 66,000 acres when Placer 

County joined the Special District in 1926.  NID 

now has 287,000 acres, much of which is used for 

water storage and distribution.  Production of hy-

droelectric energy was begun in 1966 when the 

Yuba-Bear River power project, co-owned by 

PG&E, was completed. 

 Our speakers not only gave us a history 

lesson on how water was provided to our commu-

nity, but they also  related many fascinating facts 

and figures on reservoir  capacity and  power 

plants that generate power for our homes.  They  

gave us information about NID’s budget for the 

year 2010: $69.4 million for water delivery, $7 

million for the hydroelectric division and $1.2 

million for recreation.  The District has reserves 

of $78 million, but they are being drawn down to 

fund capital projects, to make repairs,  and to sub-

sidize water rates. 

 NID collects property taxes and sets rates 

for water use.  However, when the State of Cali-

fornia took over $7 million in property taxes to 

balance the budget in 2006-2007, NID was put 

into a state of uncertainty this year. 

 While admitting that conservation meas-

ures are lacking, they also spoke of the need to 

put NID on a rate structure that charges more to 

those who use more water. 

 Our very attentive audience asked many 

questions of both Nick Wilcox and Nancy Weber. 

While space in this article does not permit detail-

ing all the specific answers and comments, we 

commend both guests on their knowledge of the 

subject and appreciate their bringing their exper-

tise to our members and guests. 

 

Dottie Schmidt 

Program Coordinator 
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State Senator Sam Aanestad Interview  - Update 
Once again this year I have been unable to complete my assigned task of interviewing Senator Aanestad.  The 

League requests these interviews each year at this time.  The letter initially sent to the Senator and the letter sent 

to League are submitted for your review.  I do believe our only recourse is to ask that next year the assignment 

be given to another League. 

 

Polly Bacich, Action/Legislation Chair 

February 25, 2009 

 

Senator Sam Aanestad 

200 Providence Mine Road, #108 

Nevada City, CA 95959 

 

Dear Senator Aanestad: 

 

 Each year, League members interview their 

state legislators, giving the League and legislators a 

chance to exchange ideas.  The interviews give legis-

lators an opportunity to learn about League positions 

and to share their priorities with us.  We, in turn, learn 

more about the legislators and gain information useful 

in planning our activities for the upcoming year. 

 At this time, primary focus of both the 

League and our representatives at the Capitol is the 

state budget.  Therefore, questions are designed to 

explore with the legislators the equitable, adequate 

funding of major state services in future years and the 

need to reform the budget process. 

 In most cases, state legislative districts en-

compass more than one local League and, in this case, 

considerable distances.  It is therefore expedient for 

League members in Senate District 4 to meet in the 

district office, rather than in Sacramento.  Could you 

meet with League members on a Friday in the month 

of March?  Time for the entire interview should be 

one hour or less. 

 I appreciate your consideration of this request 

and look forward to hearing from your office in this 

regard. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(signature) 

 

Polly Bacich 

Action & Legislation Chair 

League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

March 27, 2009 

 

Linda Craig 

Advocacy Director 

League of Women Voters of California 

1107 9th Street, Suite 300 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

 

Dear Ms. Craig: 

 

 Once again, the Western Nevada County 

League is unable to comply with your request regard-

ing a legislative interview with Senator Sam 

Aanestad.  A letter was sent to the Senator’s office in 

February requesting a meeting at his district office on 

a Friday in March (see enclosed letter).  As of this 

date, there has been no response.  Last year we had a 

similar experience. 

 I thought the questions you posed were excel-

lent and looked forward to the Senator’s thoughts, 

particularly at this time when the state faces a serious 

financial crisis and the legislature appears unable to 

resolve differences.. 

 Under the circumstances, I request any future 

requests for interviews with the Senator be directed to 

another League in Senate District 4.  Perhaps his of-

fice would be more receptive. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

(signature) 

 

Polly Bacich 

Action/Legislation Chair 

League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

 

Cc:  Ruth Schwartz, President LWVWNC 

       Senator Sam Aanestad 
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SPECIAL ELECTION  -  MAY 19, 2009 
Action/Legislation Report 

 

On May 19 voters of California will once more have a special election.  This particular election will give 

the voters an opportunity to vote yes or no to a variety of propositions, all of which have to do with the 

current state budget.  The propositions deal with the means of securing funds from existing programs 

and also seek voter approval of additional tax measures.  There may be other propositions on the ballot, 

although, at this time, it seems unlikely. 

 

Proposition 1A  - State Finance 

This measure would make major changes to the way in which the state sets aside money in one of its 

“rainy day” reserve accounts and how this money is spent.  As a result, Proposition 1A could have sig-

nificant impacts on the state’s budgeting practices in the future.  The measure would tend to increase the 

amount of money set aside in the state’s rainy day account by increasing how much money is put into 

this account and restricting the withdrawal of these funds.  If this measure is approved, several tax in-

creases passed as part of the February 2009 budget package would be extended by one or two years.  

State tax revenues would increase by about $16 billion from 2010-11 through 2012-13. 

 

Proposition 1B  - Education Finance 

Amends the State Constitution as it relates to Proposition 98, providing “supplemental education” pay-

ments in place of recent “maintenance factor” payments.  Also provides greater discretion to the Legisla-

ture and Governor regarding how the payments would be distributed. 

 

Proposition 1C  - California State Lottery 

This measure is one of the major components of the plan approved by the Legislature and the Governor 

in February 2009 to balance the state budget.  The measure makes major changes to the 1984 voter ini-

tiative that created the California Lottery.  These changes could increase lottery ticket sales and allow 

the state to borrow $5 billion in the 2009-10 fiscal year from future lottery profits.  In addition to bor-

rowing this $5 billion, the state also could borrow more from lottery profits in future years.  Under the 

measure, lottery profits now dedicated to schools and colleges would be used to pay back the borrowing.  

The measure would increase state payments to education from the state General Fund to make up for the 

loss of these lottery payments. 

 

Proposition 1D  - Budget Act of 2008. California Children and Families Act: Use of Funds: Ser-

vices for Children 

This measure would temporarily redirect a significant portion of Proposition 10 (First 5 program) funds 

to achieve budgetary savings and would make permanent changes to state and local First 5 commission 

operations. 

 

Proposition 1E  - The Mental Health Services Act: Proposition 63 Amendments 

Proposition 63 provides state funding for certain new or expanded mental health programs through a 

personal income tax surcharge of 1 percent on the portion of a taxpayer’s taxable income in excess of $1 

million.  This measure allows for the temporary redirection of some Proposition 63 funds—specifically, 

$226.7 million in 2009-10, and between $226.7 million and $234 million in 2010-11.  In effect, these 

Proposition 63 revenues would be used to offset state costs that would otherwise be borne by the Gen-

eral Fund, thereby achieving savings to help address the state’s current budgetary problem. 

 

Proposition 1F  - State Officer Salary Increases 

This measure amends the Constitution to prevent the California Citizens Compensation Commission 

from approving increases in the annual salary of elected state officials in certain cases when the state 

General Fund is expected to end the year with a deficit. 
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League of Women Voters of California Positions on the May 19 Ballot Measures 

 

The League of Women Voters of California has announced its opposition to Propositions 1A, 1C, 1D 

and 1E on the May 19 Special Election ballot and urged voters to reject them.  Janis R. Hirohama, presi-

dent of the League stated, “We oppose these measures because they are NOT the solution to our long 

term financial crisis, with the continuing structural deficit in the state budget and flawed budget process.  

We make this decision with regret.  We would support real reform to make the state budget process 

more accountable and give the Legislature and the Governor effective tools to advance state priorities.  

However, these hurriedly drafted propositions, produced at the end of a flawed process that kept both the 

public and most legislators in the dark, will only make our fiscal situation worse.” 

 

Proposition 1A 

 This proposition is touted by its proponents as the way to bring stability to the budget process.   

But what it will really do is tie the hands of the Legislature and Governor as they face changing needs 

for state and local government services, keeping them from taking into account changing demographics 

and growth in the actual cost of important services like health care. 

 The League believes elected officials should be allowed to carry out their responsibilities with 

flexibility.  Years of “ballot-box budgeting” and formulas for auto-pilot spending have greatly eroded 

that flexibility.  Prop. 1A adds to the problem.  For example, it dictates how half the funds that must be 

transferred to the “Budget Stabilization Fund” are to be used; it removes the Governor’s ability to sus-

pend transfers to the fund in difficult years; and it imposes new formulas for calculating “unanticipated 

revenues” and specifies how they can be used in good years.  And, after the deep cuts made during these 

strapped times, it could lock in a reduced level of services by failing to properly take account of in-

creased caseloads and program costs. 

 If  Prop. 1A passes, the Governor would be given new power to make mid-year cuts and sus-

pend COLAs in state programs without legislative oversight.  The League believes that mid-year budget 

adjustments should require joint action of the legislative and executive branches so that checks and bal-

ances are maintained. 

 

Proposition 1C 

 This proposal attempts to raise money for the short term by selling bonds that would be paid off 

by future lottery revenue.  In light of California’s poor credit rating and the state of the economy, those 

bonds would have to be sold at very unfavorable interest rates, if they can be sold at all  The Legislative 

Analyst says that in the long term, lottery profits probably would not be enough to cover the higher pay-

ments to education required by Prop.1C  We criticized this proposal as irresponsible last fall, and, if any-

thing, that criticism applies more than ever now. 

 

Propositions 1D and 1E 

 On May 19, voters will also be asked to approve the temporary taking of funds from early child-

hood and mental health programs that were established by two previous initiatives.  These are illusory, 

stopgap measures, and the League opposes these propositions as part of this objectionable package.  It is 

ironic that these initiatives, which did what many consider “the right thing” by providing a source of 

funding, now faces reductions. 

 

Proposition 1B   -  The League is neutral. 

Proposition 1F  -   The  League has no position on setting salaries for public officials.  

 

The League of Women Voters recognizes that California is facing the worst budget crisis in its history.  

Moreover our budget system is broken and in desperate need of reform.  This year illustrates the need to 

abandon the two-thirds vote requirement for passing budgets and raising revenues, and we must also 

look at other budget reforms.  In the meantime, a new tax commission is considering ways to broaden or 

stabilize our revenues.  “There is much that needs to be done,” President Hirohama stated, “but we are 

certain that the positions on the May 19 ballot are not the answer.” 
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Anne Brown, Soprano Who Was Gershwin’s Bess 

 Anne  Brown, a pene-

tratingly pure soprano who lit-

erally put the Bess in “Porgy 

and Bess’ by inspiring George 

Gershwin to expand that char-

acter’s part in a folk opera that 

originally was to be called 

“Porgy”, died Friday, March 

13, 2009, in Oslo.  She was 96. 

 “Porgy and Bess” burst 

into the American conscious-

ness in 1935 as a sophisticated 

musical treatment of poor but 

colorful black people.  Critics 

could not make out whether it 

was a musical comedy, a jazz 

drama, a folk opera or some-

thing quite different.  Time 

told: “Porgy and Bess” became 

part of the standard operatic 

repertoire, including that of the 

Metropolitan Opera. 

 Drawing from the 

gritty experiences of South 

Carolina blacks as tempered by 

Gershwin’s music, the opera 

introduced songs that came to 

be lodged deep in America’s 

soul.  Ms. Brown was the first 

person Gershwin heard singing 

the part of Bess, an achingly 

human character who was a 

relatively minor character in 

the 1925 novel and 1927 hit-

play by Dubose Heyward. 

 As he composed the 

opera, Gershwin kept adding 

more and more music for her.  

Her voice was also the first he 

heard singing several other 

parts in the opera. 

 “Porgy and Bess” went 

on to be produced on uncount-

able stages all over the world.  

Because Gershwin died at the 

age of 38 in 1937, Ms. Brown 

is the only Bess he ever knew. 

 Her own story has an 

operatic flavor.  She was born 

into a middle-class home in 

Baltimore on Aug. 9, 1912.  

Her father, a surgeon, was the 

grandson of slaves, and her 

mother was a music lover who 

played the piano daily.  Anne 

was lauded for her talent and 

intelligence, but was rejected 

from a Baltimore Catholic ele-

mentary school because she 

was African-American. 

 After being rejected by 

the Peabody Institute, a leading 

conservatory in Baltimore, she 

was urged by the wife of the 

owner of the Baltimore Sun to 

apply to Juilliard.  There she 

earned an undergraduate degree 

and was in her second year of 

graduate studies when she 

learned that Gershwin was 

writing his opera.  She wrote to 

him and asked for an interview. 

 She brought classical 

music to the interview, and 

when he asked her to sing a 

Negro spiritual, she blanched.  

She considered the request ra-

cial stereotyping, but finally 

sang “A City Called Heaven” 

without accompaniment. He 

was quiet when she finished 

and finally told her it was the 

most beautiful spiritual he had 

ever heard. They hugged. 

 Soon he phoned to tell 

her that he had almost finished 

the opera and asked her to 

come over to sing it. He also 

told her that he was expanding 

the title to include Bess, her 

part. 

 Although the show re-

ceived mixed reviews in 1935, 

Ms. Brown was praised.  She 

went on to appear in several 

plays on Broadway from 1939 

to 1945. 

 She performed exten-

sively in Europe, South Amer-

ica and elsewhere, and taught 

voice for many years. 

 In 1948, Ms. Brown 

made a concert tour of Euro-

pean capitals and settled in 

Oslo, where she married and 

became a Norwegian citizen. 

 She is survived by two 

daughters; four grandchildren; 

and three great-grandchildren. 

 In 1998, Ms. Brown 

received the George Peabody 

Medal for Outstanding Contri-

butions to American Music.  

 In the interview with 

the New York Times, Ms. 

Brown suggested that she was 

born 30 years too soon. 

 “If I had been born 

even 20 years later I might 

have sung at the Metropolitan 

Opera, she mused. “I might 

have marched for civil rights. I 

would have been here for that.  

I would certainly not have lived 

in Norway, and my life would 

have been very different.” 

 With bright eyes, she 

added, “Of course, I would not 

have met Mr. Gershwin, and 

that would have been a shame.” 

 
(Reprinted courtesy of The New York 

Times, March 17, 2009) 
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The League of Women Voters of Western 

Nevada County wishes to thank Bruns-

wick Village Assisted Living Community 

for their continued support. 

Minutes of the April 3, 2009 Board Meeting 

- Highlights - 
 

President Schwartz announced the Annual Meet-

ing on May 9 at Peace Lutheran Church will fea-

ture music during lunch and a brief presentation 

of the Pros & Cons of the May 19 ballot meas-

ures. 

Voter Service co-Chair Arlene Robertson was 

asked for a brief review of the book “Every Vote 

Equal: A State-Based Plan for Electing the 

President by National Popular Vote.” President 

Schwartz then led board members through a se-

ries of related questions provided by LWVUS to 

determine consensus on the relevant issue.  More 

information on the Plan is available at 

www.nationalpopularvote.com. 

There will be no guest speaker at the forthcom-

ing Annual Meeting of May 9. 

Voter Service co-Chairs, Helen Williamson and 

Arlene Robertson reported that Voter Service 

Committee members will again assist Briar 

Patch Co-op in conducting an election of their 

board members on May 16. They also encour-

aged members to wait to submit their mail-in 

ballots until Pros & Cons are available from 

LWVC. 

President Schwartz announced that Action Chair 

Polly Bacich sent a letter to LWVC informing 

them that our local state legislator Sam Aanestad 

has continued to ignore her request for an inter-

view (See letters on Page 3 of this issue of The 

Voter). 

Liane Dozier, Chair for the General Plan update 

requested a mentor to assist her in conducting 

the update.  She also requested a committee to 

support the effort and was given the names of 

members who had previously expressed interest 

in this topic. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted,  

      Karen Schwartz, Secretary 

Impartiality  vs.  Action 
 

The League as a whole is a non-profit organi-

zation.  There are two arms under the non-

profit status: 

 

The first is our Action program based on 

our positions, and this is not tax deducti-

ble. 

Our dues are not tax deductible as they sup-

port actions we take on positions derived 

from the consensus of our studies.  Every 

League position is the result of a great deal of 

close study over a long period of time.  A po-

sition is adopted at the state level only fol-

lowing consensus, that is, general agreement 

among all members of the 73 Leagues be-

longing to the State League.  The State 

League advocates for our positions, and can, 

therefore, make recommendations on ballot 

measures and other issues that we have stud-

ied. 

 

The other arm is the Education Fund, and 

contributions made to the Education Fund 

are tax deductible to the extent allowed by 

law. 

These funds support the Voter Service activi-

ties which include candidates’ forums and the 

Pros and Cons of the ballot measures.  It is 

imperative that we remain non-partisan and 

impartial when we wear the Voter Service 

“hat”.  Publications such as the “Guide to 

California Government”, “Courts, Judges and 

Voters”, and other informational booklets are 

also part of the educational fund expendi-

tures.  Contributions designated to our Educa-

tion Fund are for these purposes. 

 

This is the explanation for having both the 

LWVC recommendations on the state ballot 

measures and the impartial summaries of the  

ballot measures in this issue of The Voter. 

 



         We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals                                             

SPD Markets 
735 Zion Street, Nevada Street 

 

(530) 265-4596 
 

http://spdmarket.com/ 

 

New Moon Café 
203 York Street, Nevada City 

(530) 265 6399 

www.thenewmooncafe.com 

   

A. Ann Armstrong 
Attorney & Counselor-at-Law 
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 

 

(530) 269-1515 

(530) 269-2525 (fax)  

 

Quail Ridge Senior Living 
150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-1055 
 

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com 

   

The Book Seller 
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-2131 
 

booksgv@pacbell.net 

 

Country Copy Print Shop 
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-4657 

   

BriarPatch Co-op 
Natural Foods Community Market 
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley 

 

(530) 272-5333 
M-Sat 7a-8p, Sun 8a-7p    www.briarpatch.coop 

 

The Wooden Spoon 
A Toy Store for Cooks 

2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 272-8980 

   

Mill Street Clothing  
Lisa Swarthout 

117 Mill Street, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 477-6404 

 

Flour Garden Bakery 
11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley 

340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn 

(530)272-2043 -  (530) 477-2253 

 

M-Sat 5a-7p, Sun 6a-8p   www.flourgarden.com 

   

Eskaton  
Senior Residences & Services 

625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley 
 

(530) 273-1778—(530) 273-8058 (fax) 

www.eskaton.org/index.htm 

 

“If you want to make peace, 
you don’t talk to your friends . 
You talk to your enemies .” 

 
                         Moshe Dayan 


