Bl 7he Voter

The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County

November 2009

WE’RE HAVING A...

... AT THE “SPEAK IN”

Choose Your Topic
v Health Care in the U.S.

Fact vs. Fiction
v Health Care in Nevada County
Then vs. Now
v Education
Learning vs. Testing

v Socialism
Facts vs. Fears

Saturday November 14, 2009

Refreshments at 9:30 a.m.—Program at 10:00 a.m.
Soup Luncheon at Noon

COMMUNITY ROOM.
Nevada County Superintendent of Schools

112 Nevada City Highway
(Junction of Ridge Road and Nevada City Highway)




November 2009 The Yoter Page 2

THE PREZ SEZ

Standing in a medical exam room, a neurosurgeon in a white lab coat stares solemnly into the
camera and warns that President Obama’s health care plan “will hurt our seniors” and “end
Medicare as we know it.” Two networks, NBC and ABC declined to run the 30-second ad, but
it has probably reached millions of people on Fox, CBS and local stations, as well as on the
Web.

The group that says it paid for the campaign - the LEAGUE of AMERICAN VOTERS -
was incorporated less than two weeks before the ad was released online. This organization is
committed to killing President Obama’s health plan. They opined, “If senior citizens are united
in their opposition to this, and they really go crazy on this issue, this is dead.”

The spot shocked a member of the League of Women Voters who confused the names of the
two organizations. Mary Wilson, President of the National League of Women Voters, wrote a
letter to Bob Adams, Executive Director of the League of American Voters, asking him to,
“...cease and desist from using a name so deceptively similar to the ‘League of Women Voters’
that honest citizens are misled into believing that a trusted organization such as ours would
deny needed health care to any American.” Mr. Adams has not responded to Mary Wilson and,
instead, was quoted as saying, “I don’t work for her. She’s not entitled to a response from me.
It was an hysterical, obnoxious letter.” President Wilson’s letter can be found on the League of
Women Voters US website - www.lwvus.org.

Beware, fellow citizens. With information and misinformation so readily available on the inter-
net, the blogs and on some of the mainstream media, we must continue to study the important
legislation of health care reform and let our representatives in Washington and Sacramento
know that now is the time for passing a meaningful health care bill.

STAY INFORMED!

On November 14 our League will hold its third annual “Speak Out at the Speak In”. The Pro-
gram Planning Committee has decided on four timely topics: Health Care in the U.S.- Fact vs.
Fiction; Health Care in Nevada County-Then and Now; Education for the 21st Century-
Learning vs. Testing, and Socialism- Facts vs. Fears. We will be using the same format that
proved so successful in the past two years. Choose the topic that most interests you and then
join the facilitator at that table and have a round-table discussion with other participants. At the
end of the allowed time, each table will report on its findings to the general audience. As we
near the end of 2009, it is most timely to let our members and guests participate in helping our
League plan for the new year. We do not pretend to have the answers to the problems, but we
do expect lively discussions on all the topics.

The meeting will be followed by a soup luncheon. Homemade soup by League members is our
way of welcoming the Fall season. At $5 a person, how can you pass up this opportunity to
have a delicious lunch (includes rolls and butter AND Sue’s famous carrot cake!) and to be able
to express your opinions as vehemently as you like? Join us on November 14.

Ruth Schwartz, President
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Soup for Lunch !

§§§

When: Saturday, November 14

All You Can Eat
$5.00 per person

Come and join us on Saturday, November
14 for a delicious, heart-warming, bowl of
homemade soup AND a piece of delicious
carrot cake.

Al | this and the
sues such as health care, education, and
socialism. What a menu!

Remember, for this meeting we will be at
The Superintendent of
munity Room. The address is 112 Ne-
vada City Highway. Easy to findd plenty
of parkingd good friends and good food.
What more can you ask for?

Welcome Back!
Thank you for renewing your membership

Deborah Morawski
Milda Leiter

Maybelle Church

Please add these names to your Directory
list. Returning members’ addresses, phone
numbers and e-mails can be obtained from
Membership chair Linda McVicker.

Board Minutes
Highlights
October 2, 2009

e Mary Dreifuss, substituting for President
Ruth Schwartz, called the meeting to or-
der at 10 a.m.

o In the absence of several board members,
it was moved and seconded that items of
Old Business should be tabled until next
month’s board meeting.

e It was mentioned that members might like
to take a tour of Chapa De clinic, a Native
American health care facility.

e The Program Planning date has been
changed to Oct. 5.

e The program for the November General
Membership Meeting was canceled due to
scheduling conflicts. In lieu of the pro-
gram planned for November, the Planning
Committee decided to hold the annual

c h a n c ‘Speak ®ut atvthe Ppeak Inad Aosoup

luncheon hosted by the Hospitality Com-
mittee is planned for this meeting.

o Five members have signed up for the Ob-
server Corps.

Sec Whe Octolerd/ ote€ is nw on the website.

e Donations were solicited for the Decem-
ber Holiday Party’s Silent Auction.

e Laura Keranen and Desmond Gallagher
will chair the food and beverage commit-
tee for the December Party.

Respectfully submitted,
Dottie Schmidt for
Karen Schwartz, Secretary

The League of Women Voters of Western
Nevada County wishes to thank Brunswick
Village Assisted Living Community for
their continued support.
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COUNTY MAY PRIVATIZE LIBRARIES

At the October 13 meeting of the Nevada County Board of Supervisors, the County issued a “Request
for Proposal” (RFP) to contract out all Nevada County library operations. In other words, to privatize
the libraries. County Librarian Mary Ann Trygg will be the only staff member the contractor would be
required to retain. All the other employees would be terminated, but could re-apply for jobs when a
new contractor is chosen. Their present health and retirement benefits will be negotiable.

Because of the economic downturn, the libraries have a $403,000 budget shortfall. The supervisors
asked Ms. Trygg to submit a budget on the library system that would handle the budget shortfall. This
she did. Nevada County CEO Richard Haffey was asked to explore any and all possibilities and man-
agement models for a long-term remedy to the sales tax decline in the county system. The only alterna-
tive he presented and seemed to recommend was to contract out to private entities. He also gave reasons
why several other solutions were not viable. “This is just the beginning,” said Haffey. “The library sys-
tem is not the only county, or city, program facing very difficult times.”

Despite the blustery wet weather, many citizens showed up at this hearing and none seemed to be in
favor of the RFP. Deb Abbadie, former County Reference Librarian, said that we need to take a more
thorough look at the RFP because it might not prove to be cost effective. Sushila Mertens, retired librar-
1an, said that she called the contractor who did bid on the RFP for information on how issues of confi-
dentiality and censorship would be handled. The person with whom she talked did not know the answer
to these questions. Efforts to talk to someone in authority were fruitless, she said. County resident
Darell Ford who has had 25 years in direct budget negotiations stated that CEO Haffey did not explore
all the alternatives to RFP and that there was no staff analysis. Only the compensations of employees
were looked at. I, myself, commented that our community needs to get together to solve our own prob-
lems and not hire an outsider to run our libraries. Longtime County Librarian Madelyn Helling asked
supervisors to consider increasing the library sales tax from one-eighth to one-quarter cent to cover the
shortfall.

Each of the supervisors said that they agreed with the comments made by those who spoke. Supervisor
Ted Owens said the RFP is a step in the right direction and not a commitment. Supervisor Nate Beason
said that a tax increase at this time would not be met with enthusiasm by citizens. Supervisor Spencer
opined that the proposal was not a “done deal”. He suggested setting up a committee while the RFP
process moves forward. Supervisor Scofield said that closing libraries in his district would only force
people to drive to Auburn because “we cannot provide the services.” He agreed to proceed with the RFP
in order to get more information about the process and the possible options.

While agreeing to establish a “blue ribbon committee” to review alternatives to privatization, the super-
visors would like to see all proposals by December. If the response is favorable, a contract could be es-

tablished by next spring, according to Haffey.

Supervisors voted 5-0 to proceed with the RFP and to solicit input from the public via a committee run
by the County Librarian.

The wheels are turning, and they are turning very fast. The question remains—will we be able to con-
tinue to run our libraries locally?

Mary Tucker
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Before You Can Buy It ...

Someone Has To

é

Yes, we need your “stuff” for our December
5 Holiday Party and Fundraiser! We have a
very busy year ahead of us, and we are gear-
ing up for whatever elections may come in
2010. Our Voter Service team is preparing
for the Pros & Cons of the measures that
qualify for the ballot, plus they’re planning
our candidate forums and, of course, voter
registration. Publicity and other public ser-
vice programs must be arranged by our
board, and all this (sigh!) costs money!

So, please look in those cupboards, and in
your garage and attic for that “white ele-
phant” you can do without. We’re sure it will
be just the thing that makes our Silent Auc-
tion a success!

If you have something to donate, you can call

Impartiality vs. Action

The League as a whole is a Aomfit
organization. There are two arms un-
der the norprofit status:

The first is our Action program based
on our positions, and this ot tax de-
ductible.

Our dues are not tax deductible as they
support actions we take on positions
derived from the consensus of our
studies. Every League position is the
result of a great deal of close study
ovey @ prgtperiod| of time. A position
Is adopted at the state level only fol-
lowing consensus, that is, general
agreement among all members of the
local Leagues belonging to the State
League. The State League advocates
for our positions and can, therefore,
make recommendations on ballot
measures and other issues that we have
studied.

The other arm is the Education Fund,
and contributions made to the Educa-
tion Fundaretax deductible to the ex-
tent allowed by law.

These funds support the Voter Service
activities which i
rums and the Pros and Cons of the bal-
lot measures. It is imperative that we

Sue Nepstead at 272-4401 or e-mail her at remain norpartisan and impartial
. when we wear t he Vot e
quartet2@sbcglobal.net. She will make ar- Publications such as
rangements for pick-up, if you need it. . .
8 P P ALY Cali forni a Govergmen
Remember - WE NEED YOUR STUFF1 Judges and Voters , a

tional booklets are also part of the edu-
cational fund expenditures. Contribu-
tions designated to our Education Fund
are for these purposes.

%anks

.ME'
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Doris Foley Library for Historical Research

In jeopardy of closing this year because of budget cuts, The Doris Foley Library for Historical Re-
search (formerly Nevada City Free Public Library and Nevada City Library, colloquially: Carnegie
Library) is a reference and research library in Nevada City, California. Built in 1907, it is currently a
branch of the Nevada County Library System, Situated in an historic building, this Carnegie library was
placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1990.

After the Madelyn Helling Library was built in the county’s Rood Administrative Center in the late
1990s, the Carnegie library became a research and reference library for local history and the California
Gold Rush. On May 17, 1997, it was renamed the Doris Foley Library for Historical Research in honor
of local teacher, historian and writer, Doris Foley, the wife of a gold-mining engineer.

HISTORY

With beginnings as an 1849 mining town, Nevada City had a reading room as early as 1850. Becoming
a settlement, it boasted a library association in less than a decade, followed by a YMCA reading room
and library in 1869. Ownership of an Odd Fellows Library that was established 1874, was transferred to
the city in 1902, and the library was moved to the Corcoran Building next to the historic Nevada Thea-
tre.

The women of Nevada City urged the library trustees to seek Carnegie funds, and, in 1904, the trustees
received a grant for $10,000. Bids were opened the following year, and the estimated completion date
of the new library was 1906. As the library committee believed it might receive an additional $5,000
from Carnegie, plans were made for a more elaborate building, but on October 13, 1905, the trustees
were notified there would be no additional funding, necessitating changes to the plans. William H.
Weeks was the architect, while Watsonville’s W.J. Wilkerson was the builder. Organized as the Civic
Improvement Club, the city’s women were the landscape planners. Furnishings cost $1,000. The library
was dedicated on October 4, 1907. Miss Annie James was the librarian in 1919. By 1923, the Nevada
City Free Library had 1,782 volumes, increasing to 7,555 volumes by 1927, when Iva Williamson was
the librarian.

The structure was designed in a Romanesque architectural style by Weeks, the architect of several other
Northern California Carnegie libraries. The seven room, single story plus basement building was con-
structed by Wilkerson using dark gray man-made stone, plus both rough and smooth concrete blocks,
fabricated on location. It features a dark brick facade, now painted white, and a partially exposed ce-
ment foundation. Two arched windows are situated in the foyer—the larger of which being in stained
glass depicting the lamp of knowledge. The interior has not changed much in layout. It includes a black
and white checkered floor.

In October 2003, the library received the Arthur Cecil Todd Cornish Studies collection, named in honor
of Dr. Todd, author of The Cornish Miner in America: The Contribution to the Mining History of the
United States by Emigrant Cornish Minersd The Men Called Cousin Jacks.
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Thanksgiving was a centuries-old tradition held by most cultures around the world. After the
autumn harvest, communities held 3-day-long feasts, sharing meat, bread and beer. Thanksgiv-
ing is known best as a U.S. public holiday.

Thanksgiving

Here are some trivia about this national holiday that you may not have known:

e At the first Thanksgiving the pilgrims ate with their hands, a spoon and a knife. They did
not have forks available for the dinner.

e The male “tom” turkey got its name from Benjamin Franklin who named it after Thomas
Jefferson when he would not allow it to be the national bird.

o At the first Thanksgiving, participants were served deer, codfish and boiled pumpkin. The
pilgrims had no ovens to bake bread and no sugar or milk when Thanksgiving came around.
The food supply that they came with was very low.

e The Wampanoag Indian tribe was invited to spend Thanksgiving with the pilgrims. Their
chief, Massasoit, brought with him 90 other tribesmen, thus straining the food supply al-
ready low.

o The average turkey can see 270 degrees with its eyes. It gives a whole new meaning to
having eyes in the back of the head. No wonder they are so hard to catch.

e A baby turkey is called a poult.

o Potatoes were available to the pilgrims for Thanksgiving, but they did not use them be-
cause they thought they were poisonous.

e Harry Truman was the first president to pardon a turkey from Thanksgiving dinner.

o Fifty percent of pilgrims who sailed on the Mayflower survived to celebrate Thanksgiving.

o Turkeys can have heart attacks. The U.S. Air Force found that out the hard way when they
were trying to break the sound barrier. Whole fields of turkeys fell down dead from heart
attacks.

o Israel has the highest consumption of turkeys per capita—12kg or 27 Ibs.

e (Canada’s Thanksgiving is held on the second Monday in October.

o The male turkey is the one that says “gobble, gobble”, but only seasonally and when going
to sleep.

e The word “cornucopia” means “horn of plenty”.

e Neil Armstrong was the first astronaut to eat a turkey dinner on the moon.

e Abraham Lincoln was the first president to make Thanksgiving a national holiday.

e A cranberry must be able to bounce 4 inches before it is harvested. Say what?

e The original Thanksgiving lasted three days.

e Plymouth Rock is now only the size of a car engine. It has cracked three times over the
years, each time getting smaller and smaller.




We appreciate the support of the following local businesses and business professionals

SPD Markets

735 Zion Street, Nevada City

(530) 265-4596

http://spdmarket.com

New Moon Café
203 York Street, Nevada City

(530 265-6399

www.thenewmooncafe.com

A. Ann Armstrong

Attorney & Counselosat-Law

Estate Planning
200 Auburn Folsom Road, Auburn 95603
(530) 269-1515
www.annarmstrong and associates.com

Quail Ridge Senior Living

150 Sutton Way, Grass Valley
(530) 272-1055

www.quailridgeseniorliving.com

The Book Seller

107 Mill Street, Grass Valley

(530) 272-2131

booksgv(@acbell.net

Country Copy Print Shop

Maggi Cammack
1200 East Main Street, Grass Valley

(530) 272-4657

BriarPatch Cepp

Natural Foods Community Market
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley
(530) 272-5333

M-Sat 7a-8p. Sun.8a-7p  www.briarpatch.coop

The Wooden Spoon

A Toy Store for Cooks
2006 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley

(530) 272-8980

Mill Street Clothing

Lisa Swarthout
117 Mill Street, Grass Valley

(530) 477-6404

Flour Garden Bakery

11999 Sutton Way & 109 Neal Street, Grass Valley
340 C Elm Avenue, Auburn

(530) 272-2043 - (530) 477-2253

M-Sat. 5a-7p, Sun. 6a-8p www.flourgarden.com

Eskaton
Senior Residences & Services
625 Eskaton Circle, Grass Valley

(530) 273-1778 - (530) 273-8058 (FAX)

www.eskaton.org/index.htm

ol n
to a conclusion that one useless
man is a shame, two is a law

firm,

my many years,

three is
- John Adams

and

a

cong



