
The Voter  
  The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County 

Saturday October 10, 2009 
Refreshments at 9:30 a.m.ðProgram at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Peace Lutheran Church 

828 West Main 

Grass Valley. 

 October 2009 

Gold Country Community Council, Inc.  

Gold Country Community Center/ High Noon Senior Nutrition 
 

Building connections to and within Nevada County since 1976 

Who  We Are !  
Why We Are !  

Why You Should Care !  

Guest Speakers: 

 

Beth Moore,  President Gold Country Community Council, Inc. 

Bette Worth,  Executive Director 
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The  Prez  Sez 

 
 On September 4 Representative Tom 

McClintock held a town hall meeting in 

Grass Valley addressing the health care is-

sues.  Many of our members attended  -  

proudly wearing their LEAGUE OF 

WOMEN VOTERS buttons.  We were not 

called on to ask questions of the speaker, but 

our presence was seen if not heard.  It was an 

interesting experience with the well-

orchestrated Red Shirts of the Tea Party ask-

ing many questions, expressing strong opin-

ions (several having nothing to do with health 

care), and rising to their feet with each com-

ment opposed to any form of government 

health care.  Their presence was certainly 

seen and heard. 

 There were many questions and elo-

quent comments from the people present con-

cerning the need for health care reform in-

volving the loss of  coverage because of job 

loss and preexisting conditions. 

 Mr. McClintock has stated for the re-

cord  that é  ñBy restoring control to fami-

lies over their own health care choices, we 

can preserve the best of our current system 

and avoid the tragedy of socialist regimes.ò  

He is in favor of using tax credits to bring 

health care decisions within the reach of 

every family.  His plan likens preexisting 

conditions to high risk auto insurance and 

asked whether the public would like their 

health care decisions made by officials at the 

DMV!  Representative McClintock has also 

stated that he will vote ñnoò on the Obama 

health care package. 

 We, as League members, are encour-

aged to write, call, or e-mail our representa-

tives in Congress and ask them to enact real 

health care reform legislation.  Mr. 

McClintock and our two state senators, Di-

anne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, need to 

hear from us with a loud and clear message 

that health care for all is the American way to 

go, and the time is now. 

 If you are  frustrated about national 

and state policies  that seem out of your con-

trol, come to the League October 10 meeting.  

With speakers Bette Worth and Beth Moore 

from the Gold Country Community Center, 

you will have the opportunity to have your 

concerns not only heard, but also actually lis-

tened to.  We DO have a voice in our govern-

ment.  Plan to attend on October 10. 

 

Ruth Schwartz, President 

PROGRAM  CHANGE  

 
Due to our guest speakersô scheduling con-

flicts, our November program, ñCalifornia, 

the Ungovernable Stateò, will be presented 

at a later date. 

Holiday Party and Fundraiser 

Our annual Holiday Party and Fundraiser will 

be held on December 5 this year.  Sue Nep-

stead has volunteered to take charge of the 

Fundraiser aspect of the event which will, 

once again, be a Silent Auction.  If you have 

anything you would like to donate to our Si-

lent Auction, please call Sue at 272-4401 or 

email her at quartet2@sbcglobal.net.  She 

will even pick up your donation, if you like. 

 

If each member donated just ONE item, 

weôd have a great Silent Auction! 
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Our October Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Bette Worth, Executive Director of the Gold Country Community Council, will recount the in-

teresting milestones of its origins in 1976 when a few people got together to help their friends 

and neighbors. Many of us know something about the importance that the Gold Country Com-

munity Center has played in this area and about programs like Meals on Wheels for which it is 

responsible.  However, we may not know how they are connected and the events that necessi-

tated their recent move from the Nevada County Fairgrounds.  We also may not  know of the 

hard work of local people over the years to expand and maintain the vital services this Council 

provides to our community. 

 

Beth Moore, President of the Gold Country Community Council Board of Directors, will con-

tinue the presentation and tell us of the goals and plans for the future.  She is committed to car-

rying out their mission  which was stated over 30 years ago, ñTo provide for a wide range of 

programs and services that build a sense of community for all ages.ò  

 

Come with your questions about how the Council decides which programs and services are pro-

vided in our rapidly changing times.  We will also learn what each of us can do to support the 

Councilôs efforts at community building and how it is working to match available resources to 

the many needs of our community. 

 

 

Helen Williamson 

Program Coordinator 

 

 

 Surveillance of the U.S. Citizens by the U.S, Government  
 

òI keep e-mailing myself a copy of the Constitution hoping the gov-
ernment will read it.ó 
                    - Bill Maher  
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LWVWNC  Observer  Corps  

 The Observer Corps members are on 

their way to becoming the ñeyes and earsò of 

the League of Women Voters as they sit in on 

local government meetings. 

 Observer Corps members watch how 

meetings are conducted and then determine if  

the  issue being discussed may be something 

League could take action on.  That determi-

nation is based on whether League has a posi-

tion on that particular  issue.  

 Members who have signed on to the 

Observer Corps to date are Olivia Diaz, Liane 

Dozier, Sharon OôHara, Mary Tucker, and 

Helen Williamson.  Most of these members 

are busy in other organizations as well, and  

will observe meetings as their time allows. 

 We welcome any and all League 

members who would like to attend a local 

government meeting, and we urge you to par-

ticipate  in this important League activity 

when you are able. 

 Many thanks to our new Observer 

Corps members.  We are glad to have you 

with us. 

  If  you  have some time to be an ob-

server, please call me at 273-7324.  I look 

forward to hearing from you. 

 

Dottie Schmidt 

Observer Corps chair 

 The League of Women Voters of Western 

Nevada County wishes to thank Brunswick 

Village Assisted Living Community for 

their continued support. 

LWVWNC Board Meeting  
September 4, 2009 

HIGHLIGHTS  
¶ Sharon OôHara, President of Citizens for 

Choice  and League member, was introduced 

to the board.  She informed us of the National 

Family Sexuality Education Month program 

to take place in October.  The program, enti-

tled Birds, Bees and Butterflies, is a work-

shop for parents where they will learn how to 

talk to their children about sexuality.  The 

board was asked to consider co-sponsoring 

the program.  President Schwartz informed 

Ms. OôHara that the League being non-

partisan  cannot sponsor any organizations 

that support candidates running for office..  

Ms. OôHara said she would look into this 

matter. It was moved and seconded that our 

League endorse this program provided that 

Citizens for Choice is non-partisan. 

¶ There will be a workshop sponsored by LWV 

Sacramento County that will take place on 

Saturday, October 17. 

¶ There was a discussion regarding our League 

joining the Grass Valley and Nevada City 

Chambers of Commerce. 

¶ The October meeting will introduce members 

to the Gold County Community Council.  

Featured speakers will be Beth Moore and 

Bette Worth. 

¶ President Schwartz advised members that 

Congressman Tom McClintock will hold a 

town hall meeting to discuss the healthcare 

reform bill on September 4. 

¶ Hospitality chair Anne DeWitt reminded the 

board that the Holiday Party will take place 

on December 5. 

¶ The General Plan update is being coordinated 

by Vice-President Liane Dozier. 

¶ Webmaster Linda McVicker reported that the 

Leagueôs website had over 1500 hits since we 

have been  keeping track, and, in her capacity 

as Membership chair, she reported on the 

number of members and family members 

who have renewed their memberships. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Dottie Schmidt  

(substituting for Secretary Karen Schwartz) 

 

 

 
 

 

) 
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