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The Prez Sez

of us stil | ask: AWHY SHOULTEL

. DORA LEWIS 8 hurled into a dark cell, smashing
her head against an iron bed and left unconscious.

' ,\(,[ . ALICE PAUL 0 embarked on a hunger strike, was tied to a chair
(REXE
33 Whlle a tube was forced down her throat and liquid was poured into her
ﬁ‘ ey stomach until she vomited. She was tortured like this for weeks.

r:(
W

Thirty -three womenwere arrested, beaten and jailed because they dared to picket the Wilson
White House carrying signs asking for the vote. Now, 88 years after our grandmothers and
greatgrandmothers fought and suffered horrendous difficulties, we must spread the word to get
out and use the Arighto that was fought for b

Whether you are a Democrat, Republican or Indepeédemember to vote. Remind young
and old voters, our compl acent voters, our fivy
all just a bunch of c¢crooksod voters that wvotin

Our local League is actively informing our electorate by having candidate forums, Pros and
Cons presentations, and participating in thelepth studies of the State League. Go to our
web site. There you will find the November ballot recommendations of the League of Women
Voters of California.

It is not enough just to encourage our families and friends to vote. We, ourselves, must become

informed and intelligent voters. The League of Women Voters of Western Nevada County is
here to do just thatGet involved and. . .

2 25 % mmp tfhiS

§6METH|NG VOTE.
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STANDS ON ISSUES

In our Action/Advocacy role, the League is nonpartisan but we@uspositiongo advocate for
or against particular policies in the public interest.

We never take positions on candidates or political parties.

We only take stands on measures when we have studied the issue and our membership has
reached agreement on the policies and positions to support.

How we develop our stands on issues

The League of Women Voters takes action on an issue or advocates for a cause when we have a
position that supports the issue or speaks to the cause.

Positionsresult from a process of thorough study. Any given study, whether it be National,
State, or Local, is thorough in its pursuit of facts and details, both positive and negative. As the
study progresses, a continuing discussion of pros and cons of each situation occurs.

Study committee members fashion consensus questions that are often addressed by the mem-
bership.

Additional discussion, pro and con, takes place as members (not part of the study committee)
learn the scope of the study. After the members reach consensus, the board forms positions
based on that consensus.

It is theconsensus statemerd the statement resulting from the consensus quediiotisat
becomes a Aposition. o Firm action or advocac
dressed by the position. Without a position, action/advocacy can not be taken.

Consensuss the overall decisiomaking process by which substantial agreement among
members is reached on an issue.

VOTERSFIRST
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One Vote

u One vote made Oliver Cromwell Lord Protector of
the Commonwealth of England in 1645.

u One vote caused Charles 1 to be executed in 1649.
u One vote elected Thomas Jefferson president in 1800.

u One vote saved President Andrew Johnson from
impeachment in 1868.

u One vote changed France from a monarchy to a
republic in 1875.

u An average of only one vote per precinct passed
womenos suffrage in Cali

u Less than one vote per precinct, in one state, elected
Woodrow Wilson President in 1912.

u One vote made Tennessee the 36th state to ratify the
19th Amendment which gave women the right to
vote in 1920.

u One vote made Adolph Hitler head of the Nazi party
in 1923.

u A change of one vote per precinct in three states in
1968 would have made Hubert Humphrey
president instead of Richard Nixon.
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How the Political Parties Came To Be

History

The U. S. Constitution has nothing to s
framers were resolutely opposed to the formation of political parties in this country. B3
their knowledge of the way things worked in Britain, the framers believed that parties

ay abo
sed on
Created

unnecessary and counterproductive divisions within a nation. They thought that capdidates

should be judged on their personal merits and their stands on the issues, not their par
tions.

Before long, however, early opposition gave way to the political and practical convenier
party system. Parties enhanced cooperation between the executive and legislative bri
government and made it easier to coordinate policymaking among the different levels
ernmend from the federal level down to the states, counties, and towns. More impo
parties allowed diverse groups of likeinded Americans from throughout the country to ¢
together and have an influence on national policymaking and the election of the preside

y affilia-
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of gov-
tantly,
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nt.

Voter Turnout in Presidential Elections,
196062004

Year Percentage of
Voting-Age Population

1960 62.8
1964 61.4
1968 60.7
1972 55.1
1976 53.6
1980 52.8
1984 53.3
1988 50.3
1992 55.2
1996 49.0
2000 50.3
2004 555

Source: Statistical Abstract of the United States
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Board Minutes How To Evaluate Initiatives
September 2, 2008

_ Highlights - /‘iﬁ_;,—;/

e The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. =
by President Ruth Schwartz.

e Ruth reminded members that SB&4the
single payer health plan for Califordiahas e« Who are the real sponsors and opponents
passed both House and Senate and is now on of the measure? Investigate the names of
the Governoros desk. groupscwdth whicle yoare reot fandilier. h a s
promised to veto this, she encouraged mem-
bers to show their support by contacting his, pges the measure deal with one issue

office in support of the bill. which can easily be dec
e Treasurer Sue Nepstead gave her report for Anoo? Or i s it a comp

the month of August. , ,

e In the absencegof the Program Coordinator, shquld_be thoroughly examined in the
Dottie Schmidt, Ruth reported that there have legislative arena?
been no changes in previously stated plans _ ) _ )
for programs for September, October and No-* Is it written well? Are there conflicts in
vember. The Board agreed that questions for the measure that may require court reso-

participants be submitted in writing as that | uti on or i nterpretatio
format works better when controversialissues er nment 0O or wi | | it cau
are presented. than it will resolve?

e Voter Service ceChair Helen Williamson

Eir:g(fjo\r/piregltit?on aatl:tir\]/itie;J pdate o0 if'thd measufeantrds @onﬁiﬂut‘?oﬁ,'
; N . consider whether it really belongs in the
* Membership ceChair Linda McVicker re- Constitution. Amending the Constitution

ported that she has received 59 membership . b d f d .
renewals and that 18 members have yet to IS cumbersome and Ccostly and requires a

renew their membership. As our Webmaster, ~ VOté of the people. Would a statute ac-
she reviewed some of the features and infor- complish the same purpose?
mation available ofine at our website.
e Ruth stated that an ar bdesthemeadure cteatoitsowrLrevenpe e 6 s
activities for the month was submittedTtbe source? Does it earmark, restrict, or obli-
Union by Publicity Chair Jan Kaufman. gate a specific percentage of General
e Communications Chair Cleo Gibson reported Fund revenues? Consider the effect on

that her committee will be contacting mem- the overall flexibility of the budget.
bers regarding meetings and renewal of dues.

e Examine the measure by its merits. Dur-
ing the campaign, be wary of distortion
tactics and commercials that rely on im-
age, but tell nothingf substance about the

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Schwartz, Secretary

measure.

THANK YOU !
The League of Women Voters of Western
Nevada County wishes to thank Brunswick In our Voter Service role, we present unbiased,
Village Assisted Living Community for their nonpartisan information about elections, the
continued support. voting process, and issues on the ballot.







