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THE PREZ SEZ 

 November 4, 2008:  The Presidential 

Election has fewer than three months before it 

finally arrives.  As with the Olympics, this four 

year event arrives with much promise of fulfill-

ment of dreams and a better life.  Our League has 

no effect  on the outcome of the Olympics, but we 

do have an effect on our Presidential Election.  

Our Voter Service team is finishing up the ar-

rangements for the League forums and the Pros 

and Cons presentations. 

 The first meeting of our League year on 

September 13 will host representatives from both 

major political parties who will discuss their re-

spective party platforms on immigration.  The 

focus of this presentation will be: ñWhat should 

the U.S. do with the already 12 million undocu-

mented workers in the U.S.?ò  We hope that the 

membership will share this timely information 

with family and friends  -  so be sure to attend 

and have your questions ready for our guests. 

 The Leagueôs October 11 meeting will 

have our Voter Service team presenting the Pros 

and Cons of the 12 propositions that will be  on 

the ballot. There may be more before the deadline 

set by the Secretary of State.  It is critical that the 

many citizens who vote by absentee ballot take 

the time to study each of the ballot propositions 

before mailing in their ballots.  Mark your calen-

dars and plan to attend both of these important 

meetings. 

 The Communications Committee, chaired 

by Cleo Gibson and Mary Zotalis, has been one 

of our most valued committees.  Every month this 

important ñarm of the Leagueò makes a special 

effort to reach each member with an update of 

League information.  I have asked that they sur-

vey our membership about our newsletter on line.  

Your input is very important to us so that our 

Voter on line will be a success.  Many thanks to 

Annabel Straus, Edi Silverman, Nancy Hill, Sally 

Pansegrouw, Olivia Diaz, Michael Gray, Arlene 

Robertson, and, of course, to Cleo Gibson and 

Mary Zotalis, co-Chairs of the Committee, for 

your devoted service to the League.  You are 

much appreciated! 

 

Ruth Schwartz, President 

Our September Program 

 The LWVUS led an 18-month Immigra-

tion Study which began in 2006 and culminated 

in the adoption of an Immigration Position in 

March 2008.  The position was published in the 

June issue of The National Voter.  An accompa-

nying article written by several members of the 

Immigration Study Committee explained much of 

the background that brought League members to 

a consensus.  The article correctly stated that, 

ñOne of the most controversial issues in ongoing 

immigration discussions is the proposal to pro-

vide a path to legal residence for unauthorized 

immigrants currently residing in the U.S.ò 

 It has been estimated that approximately 

12 million unauthorized immigrants reside in the 

U.S., and that about three million of those are in 

California.  What can be done about this huge 

number of unauthorized immigrants?  Is mass 

deportation a feasible solution, or is allowing 

them to earn legal status more beneficial to both 

the immigrants and our U.S. citizens?  Is there an 

alternative solution that could result in agreement 

between supporters of both sides of the issue? 

 With the November 4 General Election 

on the horizon, we are eager to learn some an-

swers to these questions as they apply to both the 

Democratic and Republican parties.  Our Septem-

ber 13 program will host Margee Joehnk, Nevada 

County Democratic Committee member and Bill 

Neuharth, Chair of the Nevada County Republi-

can Central Committee.  They will discuss their 

respective partyôs 2008 Immigration Platform 

Positions. 

 Please join us and bring your friends, 

family and neighbors, as well as your questions.  

We are anticipating a great discussion. 

 

Dottie Schmidt 

Program Coordinator 
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CANDIDATE FORUMS 

November 4, 2008 General Election 

 
CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY, DISTRICT 3  

  
  Date:   Wednesday, October 8, 2008 

  Time:   7:00ð9:00 p.m. 

  Place:   Center for the Arts, 314 Main Street, Grass Valley 

  Candidates:  Mickey Harrington, Democrat 

     Dan Logue, Republican 

  Moderator:   Stephen Munkelt 

 

NEVADA COUNTY SUPERVISOR, DISTRICT 2  

Co-Sponsored by Higgins Diggins Lions Club 

 

  Date:   Monday, September 29, 2008 

  Time:   7:00ð8:00 p.m. 

  Place:   Higgins Lionôs Community Center 

     22490 E. Hacienda Drive, Grass Valley 

  Candidates:  Alan Kilborn  

     Ed Scofield 

  Moderator:   Polly Bacich 

 

GRASS VALLEY CITY COUNCIL  

 

  Date:   Wednesday, October 1, 2008 

  Time:   7:00ð9:00 p.m. 

  Place:   Center for the Arts, 314 Main Street, Grass Valley 

  Candidates:  Janet Arbuckle 

     Yolanda Cookson 

     Terry Lamphier  

     Rachel Rue 

     Lisa Swarthout 

     Ed Yarborough 

 

NEVADA IRRIGATION DISTRICT, DIVISION 5  

 

  Date:   Tuesday, September 23, 2008 

  Time:   7:00ð9:00 p.m. 

  Place:   Penn Valley Fire Station 

  Candidates:  Brad Fowler 

     Martin Harmon  

     Jack Meeks 

     Glenn Orren 

     Nick Wilcox 

  Moderator:   Stephen Munkelt 
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88 Years of Stronger Democracy  
This August 26 marks the 88th anniversary of the day when the U.S. Constitution was amended 

to grant women the right to vote. The nonpartisan League of Women Voters, formed when 

women were first granted the right to vote, will mark this occasion with reflection on how far 

we have come as well as optimism that this year will bring even more Americans into the de-

mocratic process. 

 

At the behest of Rep. Bella Abzug (D-NY), in 1971 the U.S. Congress designated Aug. 26 as 

Womenôs Equality Day.  The date was selected to commemorate the 1920 passage of the Nine-

teenth Amendment to the Constitution, granting women the right to vote.  This was the culmi-

nation of a massive civil rights movement by women that had its formal beginnings in 1848 at 

the worldôs first womenôs rights convention in Seneca Falls, New York. 

 
Joint Resolution of Congress 1971 

Designating August 26 of each year as Womenôs Equality Day 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States have been treated as second-class citizens and have not 

been entitled the full rights and privileges, public or private, legal or institutional, which are available to 

male citizens of the United States, and 

 

WHEREAS,  the women of the United States have united to assure that these rights and privileges are 

available to all citizens equally regardless of sex; and 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States have designated August 26th, the anniversary date of the 

passage of the Nineteenth Amendment, as symbol of the continued fight for equal rights; and 

 

WHEREAS, the women of the United States are to be commended and supported in their organizations 

and activities, 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 

States of America in Congress assembled, that August 26th of each year is designated as ñWomenôs 

Equality Day,ò and the President is authorized and requested to issue a proclamation annually in com-

memoration of that day in 1920, on which the women of America were first given the right to vote, and 

that day in 1970, on which a nationwide demonstration for womenôs rights took place. 

 

 

Bella Savitzky Abzug 

1920-1998 
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CALL TO ACTION  -  SB 840  
 

Years of pushing forward through health care studies and prior single payer legislation have led 

to SB 840 (Kuehl) that provides for universal health care insurance for Californians.  Initiated 

by Health Care for All  -  California (HCA), this bill with 39 co-authors has passed the Senate 

and the Assembly Health Committee, and now has passed in the Assembly.  The issue of uni-

versal single payer health care is in the public view and is a top priority for the people of Cali-

fornia.  Throughout this longtime effort, the League of Women Voters of California has sup-

ported HCAôs efforts including every legislative attempt to achieve universal, single payer 

health care. 

 

The Leagueôs Position:  The League of Women Voters believes that a basic level of quality 

health care at an affordable cost should be available to all residents of the U.S. 
(For the complete position on Health Care, go to http://www.lwv.org) 

 

Now is the time for all League members and supporters to write, FAX and/or call Governor 

Schwarzenegger urging him to sign into law this important and vital piece of legislation.   The 

bill will arrive at the Governorôs desk sometime during the first days of September. The single 

greatest problem facing Californiaôs health care system and Californiaôs economy is the grow-

ing cost of health insurance. 

 

 

Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger 

State Capitol Building 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

Phone: 916-445-2841 

FAX: 916-558-3160                                          

THE VOTER  
Published monthly 

September through June/July 

in Grass Valley, CA 95945 

by the 

 League of Women Voters of 

Western Nevada County 
u u u u u  

Phone: 265-0956 

http://www.lwvwnc.org 

E-mail: LWVWNC@gmail.com 

F.Y.I.  
 

At the September 13 General Membership 

Meeting, the membership will be asked to 

approve  LWVWNCôs Proposed Budget of 

2008-2009.  A copy of the budget was in-

cluded in the July/August issue of The 

Voter.  Some copies of the budget will be 

available at the meeting during sign-in. 

WRITE  -  FAX  -  CALL  
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HIGHLIGHTS  

LWVWNC Board Meeting of August 1, 2008 

 
Voter Service has scheduled Candidatesô Forums for all but the 4th Congressional District 

race.  There are currently 12 initiatives on the November ballot, and letters will be sent to 

community groups to determine their interest in scheduling Pros and Cons presentations.  

Voter Service materials will be distributed to libraries, schools, Sierra College, Chambers of 

Commerce and to all other interested organizations and government entities 
Options for fund raising activities will be an important focus this year, and board members 

were presented with materials illustrating one possibility: the ñNo-Tea Tea Partyò concept.  

Other possibilities will be considered at future meetings. 
Members of the Communications Committee will be contacting our membership by tele-

phone to determine if they have received our newsletter on-line, whether they have actually 

read the newsletter on-line, and if they have experienced any difficulty using the website 

and accessing the newsletter. 
The California LWV is strongly supporting Proposition 11 on the November ballot which 

mandates redistricting reform.  Watch for our ad in The Union newspaper supporting this 

ballot measure. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Schwartz, Secretary 
 
 

r r r r r r 

LEGISLATION REPORT  -  League Position  on Critical Proposition 

 

This November, as in most every general election, there will be a number of initiatives on the 

ballot.  At the October League meeting, you will have an opportunity to hear the Pros and Cons 

on each of them.  The League has taken a position on most of the initiatives, but there is one, in 

particular, on which the League has decided to focus virtually all of its advocacy efforts.  The 

initiative involves Redistricting and is known as California Voters FIRST Act.  Janice Hiro-

hama, LWVC President, is a co-chair of the ñYes on Prop 11ò campaign and has signed the 

ñArgument in Favor of Proposition 11ò. 

 

The proposition addresses the inherent conflict of interest for legislators to draw their own dis-

tricts.  It removes from the legislature the power to redraw district boundaries for the State Sen-

ate, Assembly and Board of Equalization after each census. Instead, it provides for the appoint-

ment of a 14 member independent citizensô commission to perform the process, establishes 

clear criteria for how the boundaries shall be drawn, and requires an open and transparent proc-

ess with due notice, public hearings and no communications outside of the hearings. This would 

help prevent gridlock in Sacramento. 

 

Polly Bacich 

Action/Legislation Chair  
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