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THE PREZ SEZ

This time of year for travel, family reunions, overeating and, for some of us, hurry and pressure. But |
hope that for each of us it will also be a time for reflection and appreciation for what we have. It’s easy
for me to write about thankfulness right now because I’'m writing this from a cruise ship! It’s wonderful
to visit new places, be waited on and pass the day in beautiful surroundings. But there are more funda-
mental things I’m thankful for: my health, family and friends (including my new friends at League) and
my home.

My home is in the country and very comfortable, but the important thing is that  have a home: a safe
place for me and my things—a refuge. We have residents without a refuge. Many members of our com-
munity are working towards improving conditions for the homeless in Nevada County and I thank these
people for their efforts. Our Program Planning Committee presents programs about our homeless situa-
tion every few years and I am sure that they will continue to do so. We’ll also continue to provide infor-
mation in The Voter newsletter.

Finally, I’'m also thankful to be able to live in Nevada County and in California. Nevada County is
beautiful and small enough so that we can meet and know the decision makers here. We can also have
our own opinions and needs known through radio, the press and public meetings. So, here’s to Califor-
nia! I hope I never have to live in any other state. This is the most varied and beautiful state in the na-
tion (a little prejudice there?). I know that I am very lucky to call this my home.

I wish you all Happy Holidays.

Anne DeWitt, President

HOLIDAY PARTY
December 13, 2014

COMMON CORE
January 10, 2015

WELCOME NEW MEMBER !
Katherine Thompson

To protect the privacy of our members, addresses, phone numbers and emails may be obtained by
contacting LWVWNC Membership at (530) 265-0956.
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This article is an adaptation from the Santa Barbara Independent of November 16, 2014.
What follows is a very short introduction to the COMMON CORE.

WHAT IS IT?

This school year, teachers will begin to implement the most significant changes to classroom instruction
since California first adopted standards in 1998. Along with 45 other states, three territories, and Wash-
ington D.C., the Golden State is betting its kids’ futures on new guidelines called the Common Core
State Standards. This new touchstone is largely the result of pressure from the federal government,
which told the states they would be ineligible for Race to the Top funds if they did not adopt internation-
ally vetted standards. Common Core does not dictate curricula, but it sets goals for K-12 classrooms
that emphasize depth over breadth. The new standards are supposed to be fully implemented by 2015,
but that means teachers have to start adapting now, by running pilot programs and experimenting with
new lesson plans throughout this school year.

HOW IT WORKS

Common Core is the culmination of work done by two nationwide groups, the National Governors As-
sociation and the Council of Chief State School Officers, which were tasked with evaluating why
American school kids were falling behind on global education benchmarks as well as college — and ca-
reer-readiness. They found that teachers were racing through the textbooks and checking off boxes
without pausing to gauge the intellectual growth of their students, so Common Core aims to correct that
by requiring fewer topics but allowing students to think more deeply. It also makes the teacher less of
an authority figure in the classroom, forcing students to spend more time figuring things out for them-
selves.

At first, Common Core will affect math and English, but new science standards are in the pipeline, as
well. In English, students can expect to see a greater ratio of nonfiction to literary texts, but that doesn’t
mean literature will go by the wayside. Literary texts may be read in conjunction with historical docu-
ments, for instance, and there will be more emphasis on students reading and writing in other subjects.

In high school math, traditional subjects like algebra, geometry, and trigonometry will be more inte-
grated to emphasize their connections, and more statistics will be required as it is deemed more useful in
the working world.

WHY IT WORKS

A fancy way of saying “thinking about thinking” metacognition is what happens when students are
asked not just for the right answers but how they got to those answers. The teacher, while teaching a
book might ask, “What do you think Nick’s (the protagonist) motives are? To cause trouble? Is there an
educational reason? What is your evidence?” The goal is to always drive students back to the text and
encourage them to formulate evidence-based reasoning—in short, a bit more “why” instead of just
“what.”

The hope is for better communication skills in all subjects. “Students”, said one high school teacher,
“are going to have to think about multiple ways to solve a problem and think about somebody else’s
point of view. The process of finding an answer and defending that answer should be just as important as
the answer itself.”

Clearly, there is no shortage of challenges to be faced by California classrooms in the years to come.
With 2015’s first school bell about to ring, it looks like the learning curve of Common Core may be just
as steep for teachers as it will be for students.
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LWVWNC OBSERVER CORPS

- Keeping an Eye on Government -

Have you always wanted to watch our local government in action, but just didn’t take the time
to find out where and when the meetings take place? If so, there’s a place waiting for you on
the League’s Observer Corps. Name the local government board, council or commission you
would like to observe and you’ll be wearing a League of Women Voters’ pin in no time at all as
you take notes of issues that are important to the community and to the League. LWV Observ-
ers have an opportunity to follow the funding and spending of local government programs in
response to the economic downturn and tight budgeting concerns—could be an eye-opener!

If you are new to the League, please be aware that Observers do only that—observe. A League
Observer may not make comments at the meetings. They remain quiet, taking notes and then

reporting to League on the meeting content and results.

Following are some of the local government entities and when they meet:

Nevada County Board of Supervisors
2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 9 am

Board of Supervisors Chambers

Eric Rood Administrative Center

950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City

Nevada County Planning Commission
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 1:30 pm

Board of Supervisors Chambers

Eric Rood Administrative Center

950 Maidu Avenue, Nevada City

Nevada City City Council

2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 6:30 pm
Nevada City City Hall Council Chambers
317 Broad Street, Nevada City

Nevada City Planning Commission

3rd Thursday, 6:30 pm

Nevada City City Hall Council Chambers
317 Broad Street, Nevada City

Grass Valley City Council

2nd and 4th Tuesdays, 7 pm

Grass Valley City Hall Council Chambers
125 West Main, Grass Valley

Grass Valley Planning Commission

3rd Tuesday, 7 pm

Grass Valley City Hall Council Chambers
125 West Main, Grass Valley

Nevada Irrigation District Board
2nd and 4th Wednesdays, 9 am
Nevada Irrigation District

1036 West Main, Grass Valley

Nevada Joint Union High School Board of
Trustees

2nd Wednesday, August-June, 6 pm
Locations rotate between Bear River, Nevada
Union and Silver Springs High Schools

Local Agency Formation Commission
(LAFCO)

3rd Thursday every other month, 9:30 am
Board of Supervisors Chambers

Eric Rood Administrative Center
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at the
Railroad Museum

773,  CHRISTMAS

Saturday - December 6,2014 - 10 AM to 3 PM

Refreshments . Door Prizes . Silent Auction . Christmas Gift Shop .
Bring Your Camera

Admission is Free! Bring the Whole Family!

Rlde the ralls W1th Santa Claus'
Nevada County o .. .

Narrow Gauge
Railroad Museum

5 Kidder Court, Nevada City

(OFF GOLD FLAT ROAD AT BOST OR NEW MOHAWK)

CALL 530-470-0902 for more information

.. and so it goes

Indecision is the key to flexibility.

If it ain’t broke, fix it “til it is.

In just two days, tomorrow will be yesterday.

I plan on living forever—so far, so good.

A day without sunshine is like night.

I am in shape. Round is a shape.

There’s always death and taxes; however, death doesn’t get worse every year.
Brain cells come and brain cells go, but fat cells live forever.

Age doesn’t always bring wisdom. Sometimes age comes alone.

Stupidity got us into this mess—why can’t it get us out?
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Important Women of the 20th Century

GOLDA MEIR (1898-1978)

GOLDA MEIR IS ONE OF THOSE MONUMENTAL POLITI-
CAL FIGURES WHO IN THE POPULAR IMAGINATION
COMES TO SYMBOLIZE AN ENTIRE NATION. Israel’s
fourth prime minister and the only woman to date to hold that of-
fice, Meir dedicated virtually her entire life to her country’s sur-

ISRAEL'S

GOLDA MR vival and advancement. Small wonder that she is known as

“Mother Israel.”

Born Golda Mabovitch in Kiev, Ukraine, Meir moved to the United States with her family in
1906. She married Morris Myerson, who shared her budding interest in the Zionist labor move-
ment, in 1917, and four years later the couple emigrated to Palestine. In the years following
World War 11, as Palestine became a British mandate, Meir was a masterful fund-raiser for the
Zionist cause, combining an eloquent speaking style, a warm,“chicken soup”style maternalism,
and an absolutely unshakable commitment to Zionism. In May 1948, she was one of the sign-
ers of the Israeli Declaration of Independence. She held a variety of high posts in the new gov-
ernment of Israel’s first Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion, eventually becoming foreign minis-
ter. When Ben-Gurion asked his cabinet to adopt Hebrew names, Myerson, whose marriage
ended in 1941, became Meir, which means “illuminate.”

Meir became Prime Minister of a Labor Party government in 1969 when she was asked to fill in
after the death of the incumbent Levi Eshkol. She was elected in her own right later that year.
As Prime Minister, Meir proved a skillful negotiator whose humor and nonthreatening personal
style concealed an immensely tough inner core. Steadfastly refusing to withdraw from the dis-
puted territories that Israel had invaded and occupied in 1967, Meir met her downfall in 1973,
when Egyptian and Syrian troops attacked Israel on Yom Kippur, Judaism’s highest holy day.
Israeli troops were caught unaware and managed to repel the attack only at the cost of heavy
casualties. Battered by criticism for being unprepared, Meir resigned a year later, saying “I
have had enough.” Yet to modern Israelis, she remains one of the country’s great leaders, a
beloved mother among the founding fathers.

Don’t be humbl e you' ' re not that gr

One cannot and must not try to erase t
present ”

“We Jews have a secret weapon in our st

(Excerpted in part from the fiLadies Home Journal 100 Most I nm
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ACTION/LEGISLATION REPORT

W pplc PUBLIC POLICY
R~ . INSTITUTE oF CALIFORNIA

League president Anne DeWitt and I attended a program in Sacramento on October 6, 2014,
that was part of a series on California’s Future and sponsored by the Public Policy Institute of
California.

Before the meeting began, we chatted with California League’s Trudi Schafer and with lobby-
ists from California Forward and from the University of California.

The program: “A Conversation With California’s New Legislative Leadership,” featured Toni
Atkins, newly elected Speaker of the California State Assembly and Kevin de Leon, newly
elected leader of the California State Senate.

As they discussed their backgrounds and their legislative priorities, some interesting similarities
emerged. Though he and she both come from backgrounds with very limited financial means,
each has amassed impressive educational credentials and professional accomplishments. Both
stated an abiding concern for improving the lives of children and families with the fewest op-
portunities, and agreed that “the American Dream isn’t a reality for many younger people.”
Both see themselves as moderate Democrats, and share concerns about fiscal responsibility and
maintaining a sustainably growing economy that provides for the needs of families to achieve
home ownership, while addressing the needs of small businesses. Both represent Southern
California districts, but share a concern about how to benefit the state as a whole.

Anne and I came away feeling encouraged about the initial focus espoused by California’s new
legislative leaders. But time will tell if they are able to maintain their commitment to bettering

the lives of California’s least powerful citizens. Stay tuned for future developments.

Karen Schwartz, Action/Legislation Chair

An authorism is a word or phrase or name created by an author or journalist - a literary neologism.
Here are some prime examples - some more successful than others.

DoorMat. As a metaphor applied to a person upon whljom ot he!
sense by Charles Dickens inGreat Expectations.

Little grey cells.  The neurons of the brain which allow fictional Belgian dectective Hercule Poiret to
click and solve innumerable cases i n H®6)Imany storiesy st er y a
about the fastidious detective.

Scaredy -Cat. A timid person, a coward. Introduced in 1933 by author Dorothy Parker in a short story
AThe Waltzo with this Iineo AOh, yes, do |l etds|dance t
scaredey-cat about catching my beri-b er i . 0

Factoid. Term created by Norman Mailer in 1973 for a piece of information that becomes accepted as
a fact, although it is not actually true, or an invented fact believed to be true because it appears in

print.

Co-ed. Short for co-educational institution or system. Louisa May Alcott wrote in her 1886 novel J o 6|s
Boys. i Never -eldiok et hceo | ine is uttered by a boy namel[d Al dopl
ing with girls.




We appreciate the support of the following local businesses:

BriarPatch Co-op New Moon Café
Community Market 203 York Street, Nevada City
290 Sierra College Drive, Grass Valley
(530) 272-5333 (530) 265-6399
Hours: 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily - www.briarpatch.coop www.thenewmooncafe.com
Hair Razors The Wooden Spoon
Amy Pirtle A Toy Store for Cooks
2066 Nevada City Highway, Grass Valley
233 Mill Street, Grass Valley (530) 272-8980
(530) 263-6330 www.woodenspooncalif.com
Mill Street Clothing SPD Markets
Lisa Swarthout 735 Zion Street, Nevada City
117 Mill Street, Grass Valley
(530) 477-6404 (530) 265-4596
www.millstreetclothingco.com www.spdmarket.com
The Book Seller Flour Garden Bakery
107 Mill Street, Grass Valley 999 Sutton Way, Grass Valley 95945
(530) 272-2043
(530) 272-2131 Mon.-Sat. 5am-7pm, Sun. 6am-6pm
www.TheBookSeller.biz wwwflourgarden.com

The League of Women Voters of Western
Nevada County wishes to thank Brunswick
Village Assisted Living Community for their
continued support.

Find us on

Facebook

Visit us on our website at www. Iwvwnc.org
Membership in The League of Women Voters is open to men and women of all ages.




